
G a m e   Day
m e m o r ı e s

Central Catholic 
Cardinals

Boys Basketball  •  2010–2011

SA
MP
LE



Copyright © 2011, Reading Eagle Company

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. This book contains material protected under International and Federal Copyright Laws and Treaties. Any unauthorized 
reprint or use of this material is prohibited. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or 
mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system without express written permission from the 
author / publisher.

G a m e   Day
m e m o r ı e s

A u t o g r a p h s

SA
MP
LE



READING EAGLEREADING EAGLE
readingeagle.com

©�2010 Reading Eagle Company

Advice E9
Bridge E10
Classifi ed C10–D1

Index
Comics E6–E8
Horoscope D10
Obituaries B6–B7

Opinion B8
Puzzles E8
TV tonight E5

Today

6 a.m.
65°

Noon
93°

6 p.m.
94°

SEPTEMBER 2, 2010 • READING, PENNSYLVANIA • 50 CENTSThursday

By Dan Kelly
Reading Eagle

Curtis DeTurk could have bought 
any car, but he chose a BMW.

This might sound like a new car 
ad, but DeTurk said he saved $16,000 by 
buying a used BMW at the BMW of Read-
ing dealership.

DeTurk of Whitfield said the shaky 
economy made him reluctant to get into 
a three- or fi ve-year lease or car loan and, 
when he looked at the prices of used cars 
available at local dealerships, it convinced 
him that used was the way to go in this 
economy.

DeTurk is not alone.
The Reading Eagle reported June 1 that 

used-car prices were up between 5 percent 
and 35 percent over last year, depending 
on the make and model.

Edmunds.com, a trusted source of auto 
information, said Wednesday that the av-
erage price paid in the U.S. for a three-
year-old used vehicle in July was $19,248, 
which is up $1,800, or 10.3 percent from 
July 2009.

Industry analysts said consumers’ lack of 
confi dence in the economy is driving them 
to the used market. And rising demand for 
used cars is increasing their prices.

Despite that trend, DeTurk believes he 
got a good deal.

“I bought a 2007 BMW 328xi,” De-
Turk said. “The price was right around 
$26,000.

“This was, by far, the best deal I could 
fi nd. Most of my friends were shocked to 
realize it was a 2007. It was in excellent 
condition, inside and out.”

DeTurk said prices for a new BMW 3 
series normally run at least $42,000.

“This was definitely the way to go for 
me,” he said.

Philip Francabandera, general sales 
manager at BMW of Reading, said used 
car sales are up 300 percent this year.

“We used to sell 12 to 15 used cars a 
month,” he said. “We’re selling 45 a month 
now.”

Meanwhile, sales of new BMWs average 
around 20 to 25 per month, he said.

Tim Profi t, general manager at Savage 61 
Dodge, on Route 

High-end secondhand vehicles are fetching higher prices as demand 
rises. Local dealers say the trend is alive here in Berks County.

Down economy
boosts used cars

OLDER IS HOTTER
Auto industry analysts say the sluggish economic recovery is prompting more consumers to 
pass on the added debt associated with a new car purchase in favor of lower payments for a 
good used car.
Three-year-old vehicles with the highest one-year pricing movement from July 2009: 

MODEL JULY ’09 JULY ’10 CHANGE

’07 Cadillac Escalade $25,600 $34,715 +35.6%
’07 Chevrolet Suburban $20,262 $27,193 +34.2%
’07 Dodge Grand Caravan $11,661 $15,629 +34.0%
’07 BMW X5 $30,711 $40,843 +33.0%
’07 Acura MDX $23,109 $29,852 +29.2%

Source: Edmunds.com
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CHAPMAN EXPLAINS
DECISION TO RETIRE
The Reading School District’s superinten-
dent says recent health problems led him to 
want more time with his family. B1

POLICE: DRUG HOUSE RAIDED
City police arrest three people and seize 
$5,000 worth of crack cocaine at a problem 
row house on Greenwich Street. B1

CURTAINS FOR STADIUM WOES?
Alvernia University’s eff orts to address 
light and noise concerns leave its Kenhorst 
neighbors happier but unsatisfi ed. B4

WASHINGTON ❯❯

FEWER ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS
Whether it’s the recession or tougher en-
forcement at U.S. borders is unclear, but a 
study fi nds a drop of 1 million in undocu-
mented aliens since 2007. A4

SPORTS ❯❯

PATERNO GOES
WITH YOUTH
Robert Bolden will be the 
fi rst true freshman to start as 
a Nittany Lions quarterback 
since 1992 when he takes the snap in Satur-
day’s opener. C1

BIG TEN ALIGNS FOR PSU
Rich Scarcella calls the 2011-12 lineup a win 
for Penn State, with the potential to develop 
a great rivalry with Nebraska. C1
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APPLE ENTERS RENTAL BUSINESS
Coming soon from Steve Jobs’ computer 
company: the ability to watch TV shows on-
line for 99 cents each. Consumer, A10
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LOOK LIKE A TENNIS PRO
With the U.S. Open in full swing, you might 
want to dress for the occasion. Check out 
what’s hot in on-court apparel. E1

FEDERAL-MOGUL CORP. TO CLOSE BOYERTOWN PLANT Money, A9
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Tim Profi t, general manager at Savage 61 Dodge on Route 61 in Muhlenberg Township, with 
a truck he purchased and had shipped in from Michigan.

By Erin Negley
Reading Eagle

After working more than a year without 
a contract, Conrad Weiser teachers have a 
new three-year agreement.

On Wednesday, the school board ap-
proved a mediator’s proposal the teachers 
had approved on Friday.

“We are happy that we can start the school 
year on a positive note,” said Stacey Ressler, 
spokeswoman for the Conrad Weiser Edu-
cation Association.

The school board voted 6-2, with board 
member Dennis J. Manbeck abstaining. His 
wife is a teacher.

The proposal freezes salaries for the fi rst 
year, except for education and seniority 
raises, board President W. David Zwicky 
said. There are small salary increases in the 
contract’s second and third years.

Zwicky and William R. Sheeler voted 
against the proposal.

Zwicky said he wasn’t in favor of the sal-
ary increases.

Sheeler said in a written statement, “I 
term the vote a disservice to our community 
without reason or logic.” Sheeler declined 
further comment on his statement.

The proposal was accepted Friday by a 
majority of teachers at a general member-
ship meeting, Ressler said. She did not pro-
vide a vote tally.

It requires teachers to pay a percentage of 
health insurance costs, instead of a fl at rate. 
Teachers now pay a fl at monthly fee, such 
as $39 for a family insurance plan.

There are new guidelines for tuition re-
imbursements and teachers will work two 
additional school days, Zwicky said.

Further details about the proposal were 
unavailable Wednesday night.

The teachers have worked without a con-
tract since June 2009.

The new one will be retroactive to July 
1, 2009, and the raise provided for in the 
second year will be retroactive to July 1.

Negotiations have included two fact-
finding reports. The most recent report 
was accepted by the district and rejected 
by the association in June.

It would have frozen salaries for the fi rst 
year, except for education and seniority 
raises. The second year would have included 
a 2 percent raise and year three would have 
raised salaries 1.5 percent.

In a prepared statement, union President 
Wendy Kushner said the agreement weak-
ens Conrad Weiser’s competitive position 
with many surrounding school districts.

Members from both sides met with a me-
diator last week.

Three other Berks districts, Antietam, 
Gov. Miffl  in and Kutztown, remain without 
contracts.
Contact Erin Negley: 610-371-5047 
or enegley@readingeagle.com.

School board OKs contract,
ending 15-month standoff 

Conrad
Weiser
teachers
get pact

Date	 Type	 Opponent	 Score

Fri, 12/10/2010	 N	 Penn Manor	 W 63-58

Sat, 12/11/2010	 N	 Lampeter-Strasburg	 W 69-60

Fri, 12/17/2010	 N	 Neumann Goretti	 L 58-46

Tue, 12/21/2010	 L	 Kutztown	 W 82-40

Thu, 12/23/2010	 N	 Parkland	 W 45-34

Mon, 12/27/2010	 N	 Pottstown	 W 53-66

Tue, 12/28/2010	 N	 Danville	 W 44-52

Tue, 1/4/2011	 L	 Antietam	 W 63-49

Thu, 1/6/2011	 L	 Wyomissing	 W 33-52

Tue, 1/11/2011	 L	 Oley Valley	 W 67-37

Thu, 1/13/2011	 L	 Holy Name	 W 27-44

Sun, 1/16/2011	 N	 Holy Redeemer	 W 58-46

Wed, 1/19/2011	 L	 Hamburg	 W 71-28

Thu, 1/20/2011	 L	 Schuylkill Valley	 W 62-49

Sat, 1/22/2011	 N	 Perkiomen Valley	 W 62-52

Sat, 1/29/2011	 N	 Philadelphia Roman Catholic	 L 47-58

Mon, 1/31/2011	 L	 Brandywine Heights	 W 64-28

Thu, 2/3/2011	 L	 Kutztown	 W 25-60

Fri, 2/4/2011	 L	 Antietam	 W 36-65

Mon, 2/7/2011	 L	 Holy Name	 W 60-35

Tue, 2/8/2011	 L	 Wyomissing	 W 62-36

Thu, 2/10/2011	 L	 Tulpehocken	 W 33-70

Mon, 2/14/2011	 N	 Wilson	 W 34-42

Wed, 2/16/2011	 N	 Muhlenberg	 W 57-35

Fri, 2/18/2011	 N	 Reading High	 L 50-58

Fri, 2/25/2011	 N	 New Hope Academy	 W 43-48

Mon, 2/28/2011	 N	 Lancaster Country Day	 W 22-37

Fri, 3/4/2011	 N	 Greenwood	 W 24-18

Fri, 3/11/2011	 N	 Sayre	 W 41-58

Tue, 3/15/2011	 N	 Old Forge	 W 21-32

Fri, 3/18/2011	 N	 Constitution	 L 53-55

Central Catholic Boys Basketball
League Record: 13 - 0 | Overall Record: 27 - 4  |  Season: 10-11  

designed and compiled by: Jackie Schmehl
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Jersey #	 Player Name	 Position	 Class
33	 Arabia, Tyler	 F	 Jr
12	 Ashcroft, Justin	 G/F	 Sr
20	 Bilinski, Chris	 C/F	 Sr
10	 Dawkins, Marcus	 G	 Sr
15	 Fleming, Adonis	 G	 Sr
50	 Foster, John	 F	 Jr
	 Foulland, Nana		  Sr
24	 Hafer, Tyler	 G	 Jr

Jersey #	 Player Name	 Position	 Class
23	 Hoffa, Andrew	 G/F	 Sr
32	 Jack, Donovon	 C/F	 Jr
42	 Marshall, Marquis	 G/F	 Jr
	 Reber, Tyler		  Sr
22	 Reiley, Michael	 G	 Jr
14	 Rys, Joe	 G	 Sr
34	 Stricker, Gregory	 G	 Jr
35	 Werley, Quinn	 F	 Jr

Roster

Stats
Average Points	 1st Qtr	 2nd Qtr	 3rd Qtr	 4th Qtr	 OT	 Final

Central Catholic	 14.0	 13.1	 14.8	 13.7	 0.3	 55.8

Opponents	 9.1	 9.6	 10.7	 10.7	 0.1	 40.2

#	 Player	 GP	 FG	 FT	 FTA	 FT%	 3P	 TP	 AVG

32	 Donovon Jack	 30	 186	 111	 155	 71.61	 0	 486	 16.2

10	 Marcus Dawkins	 31	 146	 119	 162	 73.46	 29	 440	 14.2

42	 Marquis Marshall	 31	 140	 66	 95	 69.47	 26	 371	 12.0

15	 Adonis Fleming	 31	 31	 16	 28	 57.14	 16	 94	 3.0

14	 Joe Rys	 27	 30	 20	 30	 66.67	 7	 87	 3.2

23	 Andrew Hoffa	 30	 30	 9	 18	 50.00	 16	 85	 2.8

12	 Justin Ashcroft	 31	 35	 10	 24	 41.67	 2	 82	 2.7

50	 John Foster	 17	 11	 5	 12	 41.67	 0	 27	 1.6

33	 Tyler Arabia	 19	 6	 0	 0	 0.00	 0	 12	 0.6

24	 Tyler Hafer	 16	 4	 0	 0	 0.00	 3	 11	 0.7

20	 Chris Bilinski	 22	 4	 2	 9	 22.22	 0	 10	 0.5

35	 Quinn Werley	 17	 3	 1	 1	 100.00	 2	 9	 0.5

34	 Gregory Stricker	 15	 3	 1	 3	 33.33	 0	 7	 0.5

Nana Foulland	 11	 3	 0	 2	 0.00	 0	 6	 0.6

Tyler Reber	 3	 0	 2	 4	 50.00	 0	 2	 0.7

22	 Michael Reiley	 16	 1	 0	 1	 0.00	 0	 2	 0.1

	 Total:	 31	 633	 362	 544	 66.54	 101	 1731	 55.8

Scoring
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Games
DECEMBER 10, 2010
Central Catholic vs Penn Manor 

	 1st	 2nd	 3rd	 4th	 OT	 Final

 Central	 13	 15	 12	 15	 8	 63

 P. Manor	 7	 14	 12	 24	 3	 58

Highlights: At Lampeter, Marcus Dawkins scored six of his 
team-high 20 points in overtime as the Cardinals withstood a 
barrage of 3-pointers to down the Comets. Penn Manor made 
four 3-pointers in the fourth quarter to overcome a nine-
point deficit and force overtime. Dawkins had 14 rebounds 
and six assists and Marquis Marshall had 17 points and 10 
rebounds for the Cardinals. Donovan Jack scored nine points 
in the first quarter for Central but had to leave the game in 
the third quarter with an ankle injury after scoring 12 points. 
Other semifinal: Lampeter-Strasburg 58, Conestoga Valley 50. 
Today’s matchups: Consolation, Penn Manor vs. Conestoga 
Valley, 6:30 p.m. Championship, Central Catholic vs. Lam-
peter-Strasburg, 8 p.m.

DECEMBER 11, 2010

Central Catholic vs Lampeter-Strasburg

	 1st	 2nd	 3rd	 4th	 Final

 Central	 17	 16	 16	 20	 69

 L-Stras.	 16	 8	 13	 23	 60

Highlights: At Lampeter, tournament MVP Marcus Dawkins 
posted a triple-double to lead the Cardinals (2-0) past the 
Pioneers (1-1) in the championship game. Dawkins had 25 
points, 14 rebounds and 12 assists. Also for Central, Marquis 
Marshall had 15 points, Adonis Fleming had 13 and Justin 
Ashcroft had 10. Miller scored 19 points for Lampeter-Stras-
burg.

DECEMBER 17, 2010
Neumann Goretti vs Central Catholic

	 1st	 2nd	 3rd	 4th	 Final

 N. Goretti	 14	 15	 16	 13	 58

 Central	 13	 11	 13	 9	 46

Highlights: At Bollman Center, the Cardinals (3-1) scored the 
first seven points of the game but fell behind late in the first 
quarter and trailed the rest of the way in falling to the Saints 
(1-1). Donovon Jack had a game-high 19 points for Central. 
Marcus Dawkins had 15 points and 13 rebounds. 

DECEMBER 21, 2010
Central Catholic vs Kutztown 

	 1st 	 2nd 	 3rd 	 4th 	 Final

 Central	 20	 21	 23	 18	 82

 Kutztown	 10	 9	 14	 7	 40

Highlights: At Kutztown, Donovan Jack tied a career-high with 
21 points as the Cardinals (1-0, 3-1) cruised to victory over 
the Cougars (0-1, 0-5). Central outscored Kutztown 21-9 
in the second quarter and led 41-19 at halftime. Marcus 
Dawkins scored 15 points and Marquis Marshall had 14 for 
the Cardinals. Alex Faust and Andrew Gernert were the leading 
scorers for the Cougars with 10 points.

DECEMBER 23, 2010
Central Catholic vs Parkland

	 1st 	 2nd 	 3rd 	 4th 	 Final

 Central	 14	 8	 12	 11	 45

 Parkland	 8	 8	 3	 15	 34

Highlights: At Allentown, Donovon Jack scored 13 second-
half points to lead the Cardinals (4-1) over the Trojans. Jack 
finished with 19 points. Marcus Dawkins had 12 points for 
Central; teammate Marquis Marshall finished with 11.

DECEMBER 27, 2010
Pottstown vs Central Catholic

	 1st 	 2nd 	 3rd 	 4th 	 Final

 Pottstown	 11	 15	 10	 17	 53

 Central	 14	 20	 18	 14	 66

Highlights: At Physical Education Center, Marcus Dawkins had 
eight of his 23 points in the first quarter to get the Cardinals 
(5-1) off to a hot start against the Trojans (3-2). Donovon Jack 
had nine of his 24 in the second to help put Central up 34-26 
at halftime. Dawkins put in nine more in the third as the lead 
lengthened and the Cardinals earned a spot in the champion-
ship game. Elijah Jackson had 21 points for Pottstown. Other 
semifinal: Danville 55, Maria Barcetti 46. Today’s matchups: 
Consolation, Maria Barcetti vs. Pottstown, 6 p.m. Champion-
ship, Central Catholic vs. Danville, 7:30 p.m.

DECEMBER 28, 2010
Danville vs Central Catholic

	 1st	 2nd	 3rd	 4th	 Final

 Danville	 15	 11	 8	 10	 44

 Central 	 10	 13	 20	 9	 52
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By Mike Drago
Reading Eagle

 Central Catholic can play pretty 
basketball at times, when Marcus 
Dawkins soars through the lane, 
Marquis Marshall pumps in his 
silky jumper or Donovon Jack un-
leashes one of those smooth post 
moves.

Monday the Cards rolled up their 
sleeves and got tough.

They got down and dirty and 
played some defense, just what they 
needed to beat Wilson 42-34 in a 
Berks Conference quarterfinal be-
fore a packed house at Gov. Mifflin 
Intermediate.

The Cardinals stopped the 
streaking Bulldogs in their tracks, 
shutting them out in the second pe-
riod and holding them scoreless 
during one 11 1/2-minute stretch.

The 6-9 Jack sealed off the interi-
or and, with the help of the 6-3 
Dawkins, controlled the paint, the 
duo combining for 19 rebounds and 
half-a-dozen blocked shots.

“We’re lucky to have two players 
that can jump like that,” Marshall 
said.

“They did a good job clogging up 
(the lane),” said Wilson coach Matt 

Coldren, who saw his team shoot 
just 23 percent from the field.

The Berks IV champion Cardi-
nals (21-2) advance to Wednesday’s 
6:30 semifinal against Berks II 
champ Muhlenberg (15-7), which got 
six 3-pointers and half its points 
from Brad Botch in beating Berks 
III runnerup Tulpehocken 48-42.

The Cards seem to be peaking at 
the right time, especially on de-
fense.

They held the Bulldogs 22 points 
below their average, and held their 
seventh straight opponent below 37.

They’re allowing just 32.1 points 
during that stretch.

continued on page 29

Central buckles down on Wilson

Sports
sports@readingeagle.com

Tuesday

SECTION

C
FEBRUARY 15, 2011

Cards hold Bulldogs scoreless for more than 11 minutes; will face Muhlenberg in semis 

Berks Conference 
Quarterfinals	

Central Catholic	 42
Wilson	 34

Muhlenberg	 48
Tulpehocken	 42

Reading High	 60
Wyomissing	 39

Schuylkill Valley	 71
Daniel Boone	 56

Reading Eagle: lauren a. little
Wilson’s Zach Zweizig attempts to block a pass by Central’s Marcus Dawkins 
on Monday. 
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READING EAGLE, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2011

By Mike Drago
Reading Eagle

Marquis Marshall knows that 
when he arrives at school today, 
with Central Catholic set to play to-
night in a Berks Conference semifi-
nal, all anyone will want to talk 
about is Friday’s championship 
showdown with Reading High.

The Cardinals and their legion of 
fans have been waiting 364 days to 
avenge that defeat.

They ’re not there yet, though.
“We still have to look at Muhlen-

berg,” the Cards junior forward said 
of tonight’s 6:30 tip at the Sovereign 
Center, the first half of a double-
header that includes Reading High 
vs. Schuylkill Valley. “We can’t let 
someone sneak up and beat us.”

While both games seem one-sided 
they fall into the category of “trap 
game” for the Berks IV champion 
Cardinals (21-2) and the Berks I 
champion Red Knights (19-3).

Central is coming off a hard-
fought win over Wilson and looking 
forward to erasing the memories of 
that 62-57 loss to Reading on the 
same court a year ago.

Reading High, which has won 13 
of 14, figures to breeze past Berks III 
champ Schuylkill Valley (18-4) and 
play for its fourth straight Berks 
championship.

It’s unlikely to be as easy as all of 
that, of course.

“It doesn’t happen if we don’t win 

Wednesday, right?” said Central 
coach Snip Esterly, checking to 
make sure his club hasn’t drawn a 
bye to the final.

“We’re not taking anyone lightly,” 
Esterly said. “As long as I’ve been at 
Central I don’t think we’ve taken 
anyone lightly.”

Central will be going after its 
sixth — and final — Berks title.

Reading High has won a record 
18.

And Schuylkill Valley?
The Panthers are playoff neo-

phytes. They had never won a Berks 
quarterfinal before beating Daniel 
Boone Monday — they had been 
0-for-8 in that round — and hadn’t 
won a county playoff game in 35 
years.

And they’ve never beaten Read-
ing High. (Of course, they’ve never 
lost to the Red Knights, either.)

“It’s pretty funny that we haven’t 
come across them,” said Schuylkill 
Valley coach Chris Gallo, who has 
guided the Panthers to the Berks 
playoffs eight times in the last 11 
years. “We’ve always avoided them.”

There will be no hiding from 
them tonight. The Red Knights are 
bigger, faster and deeper, all of 
which Gallo realizes.

And as much as the Panthers en-
joy getting up and down the court at 
a fast pace they’ll have to be guard-
ed doing that against the Knights, 
who can play faster.

Gallo’s biggest concern is on the 

boards. He doesn’t have a starter 
taller than 6-2.

“They really go after the basket-
ball,” Gallo said of the Knights. “I’ve 
always been impressed with the way 
Reading rebounds the ball. I think 
their rebounding is relentless.”

He knows protecting the ball 
against the press, and not letting the 
Knights score off their defense, will 
be key also.

“A lot of things have to go our 
way,” he said.

Same goes for Berks II champ 
Muhlenberg (15-7).

Rebounding will be a key in this 
game, as well. The Cards controlled 
the glass against a physical Wilson 
team, with 6-9 center Donovon Jack 
and 6-3 Marcus Dawkins combining 
for 19 rebounds in the 42-34 win.

Avery Price, a 6-2 forward, aver-
ages 12 rebounds per game but he’s 
the Muhls’ tallest starter.

Reggie Weiss, the former Central 
coach, will have to come up with 
some magic to prevent the pre-
sumed championship rematch.

Esterly, a former Weiss assistant, 
is certain not to let his guard down.

“They play Reggie-ball,” he said 
of the Muhls, who have won five 
straight. “They have three really 
nice players who can score. They’ll 
play great defense, they’ll move the 
ball, take 45 seconds off the clock … 
they’ve got a nice ballclub, (but) 
we’ll be ready.”

With rematch in sight, Cards, 
Knights can’t get trapped

continued from page 22
ball well, and got a big shooting 
night out of junior Marquis Mar-
shall.

He knocked down four of his first 
five shots and scored 10 of his 17 
points in the first quarter, when the 
Cards led 12-0 and 18-4.

Donovon Jack had a big night, 
too, with a game-high 19 points and 
17 rebounds.

“They played very well,” Miller 

said. “They knocked down shots 
that they haven’t been knocking 
down.

“As the momentum went their 
way, they kept knocking them 
down.”

The Cards will wrap up their reg-
ular season tonight, against Tulpe-
hocken at Albright’s Bollman Cen-
ter. A win gives them a second 
straight perfect run through Berks 
IV; they wrapped up their 16th 

Berks IV title a night earlier by 
beating Holy Name.

Concerns they wouldn’t be ready 
to go, after an emotional battle 
against the Blue Jays Monday, never 
materialized.

“They were ready to play,” said 
Cards coach Snip Esterly. “We’re 
looking a little sharper. I think the 
kids are starting to focus.”

Central | Cardinals deny Spartans
READING EAGLE, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2011SA
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READING EAGLE, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2011

By Jason Guarente
Reading Eagle

The team Central Cath-
olic has waited a year to 
face was lined up in the 
seats behind one of the 
baskets.

Donovon Jack said he 
d i d n ’ t 
notice 
R e a d -
i n g 
High.

“I rarely ever look in 
t h e  s t a n d s  o r  l o o k 
around,” Central’s 6-9 cen-
ter said. “I was focused on 
the game.”

This is the kind of tun-
nel vision coach Snip Es-
terly wanted from his 
players. Before the Red 
Knights could be on the 
radar, Central had to push 
aside Muhlenberg.

The Cardinals did it 
with the relative ease ev-
eryone expected. They 
knocked off the Muhls 57-
35 in the Berks Confer-
ence semifinal game at the 
Sovereign Center Wednes-
day night.

Central (22-2) will get its 
shot at Reading High for 
the county championship 
Friday at the Sovereign 
Center at 8 p.m. The 
K n i g h t s  e l i m i n a t e d 
Schuylkill Valley 83-69 in 
the  other  semifinal 
Wednesday.

While it’s understand-
able to think the Cardi-
nals could get caught look-
ing ahead to a showdown 
against the city rival that 
ousted them in last year’s 
Berks semis, they were too 
experienced to fall into 
that trap.

There was only one 
anxious moment Wednes-
day night.

Muhlenberg used an 11-
0 run to pull within 28-25 
with 4:52 left in the third 

quarter. It was enough to 
make one briefly wonder 
if Reggie Weiss could 
coach the Muhls to a huge 
upset.

“We took two or three 
quick shots and we got out 
of rhythm,” Esterly said. 
“They banged home two 
or three 3s and it changes 
just like that.”

The trepidation proved 
fleeting.

Central called a time-
out, reasserted itself on 
defense and executed bet-
ter on offense. The Berks 
IV champs closed the 
third quarter with a 16-3 
run to regain control and 
held Muhlenberg to two 
field goals over the final 
12:52.

It was a reminder that 
this is a poised group. 
Central has four starters 
back from the team that 
won the District 3-A title 
and was a PIAA finalist 
last season.

“We just had to calm 
down,” Jack said. “We got 
our momentum back. That 
helped us the most and got 
us going again.”

Joey Rys played a ma-
jor role as Central re-

grouped. The senior point 
guard hit a 3-pointer to 
halt Muhlenberg’s surge 
and made two layups to 
spark the Cardinals’ re-
sponding run.

Esterly said Rys is just 
starting to feel comfort-
able after a hip infection 
kept him off the court for a 
month and forced him to 
ease into the season. 
That’s a good sign for the 
Cardinals’ playoff hopes.

Muhlenberg (15-8) , 
which needed to be per-
fect to prevail, was flawed 
for that stretch. It left Rys 
open on the perimeter, 
failed to cover the back 
door on his first layup and 
failed to get back on de-
fense for his fast break 
hoop.

“Little things like that 
in these kinds of games 
will kill you,” Weiss said. 
“You don’t need every-
thing to go right, but you 
need a lot of things to go 
right.”

Muhlenberg’s biggest 
problem was Jack. The 
Muhls, with no starter tall-
er than 6-2, had no one to 
guard Central’s polished 
junior.

The Berks II champs 
tried to play Jack straight 
up and use a second play-
er to collapse on him 
when he got the ball.

It wasn’t enough. Jack 
made 8-of-11 shots, scored 
a game-high 21 points and 
had nine rebounds . 
Muhlenberg was simply 

continued on page 29

Cards don’t look ahead 
until after beating Muhls

Central	 57

Muhl	 35

Reading Eagle: Ben Hasty
Central Catholic’s Donovon Jack battles Muhlen-
berg’s Jeremiah Sanders and Muhlenberg’s Avery 
Price (15) for the ball during their Berks Conference 
semifinal Wednesday.

Reading Eagle: BEN HASTY
Central Catholic’s 
Marcus Dawkins (10) 
yells to his teammates 
as Muhlenberg’s Brad 
Botch defends.
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continued from page 28
outmanned. “We played the best we 
can play,” Weiss said. “We broke 
down some places. I can’t fault the 
effort. I thought they played their 
hearts out. It’s just a helluva ball-

club they played against.”
Central is headed to the county fi-

nal for the first time since winning 
the championship in 2006.

The Cardinals finally can look 
ahead to Reading High.

“If we wouldn’t have come to play 
today, there would have been no 
Friday,” Esterly said. “These kids 
are sharp. They know.”

Their reward is the rematch 
they’ve longed to play.

Central | Cards don’t look ahead
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continued from page 26
“Any time we did get in there it 

was rough going for us,” Coldren 
said. “I think we were a little intimi-
dated by Donovon Jack. Once he 
blocked one or two shots I think we 
just settled for jumpers, and that’s 
not our thing.”

The Cards had trouble scoring 
themselves as the Berks I runner-up 
Bulldogs (18-5) sealed off the inside, 
limiting Jack’s touches. They also 
prevented Dawkins from getting 
any easy baskets on breakaways.

Central had just 16 points at half-
time. That was enough for a six-
point cushion, one they maintained 
for most of the rest of the way as 
they slowed the Bulldogs with their 
effective 2-3 match-up zone.

Dawkins was especially engaged, 
apparently relishing the opportuni-
ty to go head-to-head with Wilson 
star Zach Zweizig throughout. 
Dawkins played a big part in limit-
ing Zweizig to just seven points on 
3-of-12 shooting.

Dawkins also sparked the offense 
with a team-high 15 points and five 
assists.

Despite the extended scoring 
drought Wilson was still within 16-
13 when Seth Klein hit a 3-pointer 2 
1/2 minutes into the third quarter.

Dawkins answered with a three-
point play, then closed the quarter 
with a 3-pointer for a nine-point 
lead.

“It’s playoff time for Marcus,” 
Central coach Snip Esterly said. 
“He’s ready. He’s ready.”

In the opener, Muhlenberg strug-
gled to find open shots against 
Tulpehocken’s stingy 1-3-1 zone but 
stayed afloat because of the hot 
shooting of Botch.

He knocked down five of his first 
six 3s on the way to a game- and ca-
reer-high 24 points. He had 18 of 
Muhlenberg’s 24 first-half points.

“Give credit to Botch,” said 
Tulpehocken (12-10) coach Kevin 
Quimby. “He made shots. We didn’t 
expect that.”

Botch had never made more than 
three in a game before. “I’ve just 
been waiting to get my opportuni-
ties all season to show what I could 
do,” said the 5-9 junior. “My shot 
was falling tonight and I just kept 
going with it.”

Despite Botch’s shooting the 
short-handed Trojans, playing with-
out two of their top six players, 
stayed in it.

They tied it at 37 when Derek 
Stephan hit the first of two free 
throws with 5:28 left.

Christian Burgraff, who had just 
one basket for the Muhls in the first 
three quarters, got hot at the right 
time, answering with a pair of mid-
range jumpers to push the lead to 
four.

Botch helped keep it there, con-
verting a pair of one-and-ones in the 
final minute.

“Give credit to Kevin and his 
kids,” Muhls coach Reggie Weiss 
said of his former player, “they 
were into the game.”  

Bulldogs | Central buckles down on Wilson
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