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By Dan Kelly
Reading Eagle

Curtis DeTurk could have bought 
any car, but he chose a BMW.

This might sound like a new car 
ad, but DeTurk said he saved $16,000 by 
buying a used BMW at the BMW of Read-
ing dealership.

DeTurk of Whitfield said the shaky 
economy made him reluctant to get into 
a three- or fi ve-year lease or car loan and, 
when he looked at the prices of used cars 
available at local dealerships, it convinced 
him that used was the way to go in this 
economy.

DeTurk is not alone.
The Reading Eagle reported June 1 that 

used-car prices were up between 5 percent 
and 35 percent over last year, depending 
on the make and model.

Edmunds.com, a trusted source of auto 
information, said Wednesday that the av-
erage price paid in the U.S. for a three-
year-old used vehicle in July was $19,248, 
which is up $1,800, or 10.3 percent from 
July 2009.

Industry analysts said consumers’ lack of 
confi dence in the economy is driving them 
to the used market. And rising demand for 
used cars is increasing their prices.

Despite that trend, DeTurk believes he 
got a good deal.

“I bought a 2007 BMW 328xi,” De-
Turk said. “The price was right around 
$26,000.

“This was, by far, the best deal I could 
fi nd. Most of my friends were shocked to 
realize it was a 2007. It was in excellent 
condition, inside and out.”

DeTurk said prices for a new BMW 3 
series normally run at least $42,000.

“This was definitely the way to go for 
me,” he said.

Philip Francabandera, general sales 
manager at BMW of Reading, said used 
car sales are up 300 percent this year.

“We used to sell 12 to 15 used cars a 
month,” he said. “We’re selling 45 a month 
now.”

Meanwhile, sales of new BMWs average 
around 20 to 25 per month, he said.

Tim Profi t, general manager at Savage 61 
Dodge, on Route 

High-end secondhand vehicles are fetching higher prices as demand 
rises. Local dealers say the trend is alive here in Berks County.

Down economy
boosts used cars

OLDER IS HOTTER
Auto industry analysts say the sluggish economic recovery is prompting more consumers to 
pass on the added debt associated with a new car purchase in favor of lower payments for a 
good used car.
Three-year-old vehicles with the highest one-year pricing movement from July 2009: 

MODEL JULY ’09 JULY ’10 CHANGE

’07 Cadillac Escalade $25,600 $34,715 +35.6%
’07 Chevrolet Suburban $20,262 $27,193 +34.2%
’07 Dodge Grand Caravan $11,661 $15,629 +34.0%
’07 BMW X5 $30,711 $40,843 +33.0%
’07 Acura MDX $23,109 $29,852 +29.2%

Source: Edmunds.com

weekend
FLIP FOR A BURGER?
THIS FEST’S FOR YOU

[ See Used cars >>> A3 ]

BERKS & BEYOND ❯❯

CHAPMAN EXPLAINS
DECISION TO RETIRE
The Reading School District’s superinten-
dent says recent health problems led him to 
want more time with his family. B1

POLICE: DRUG HOUSE RAIDED
City police arrest three people and seize 
$5,000 worth of crack cocaine at a problem 
row house on Greenwich Street. B1

CURTAINS FOR STADIUM WOES?
Alvernia University’s eff orts to address 
light and noise concerns leave its Kenhorst 
neighbors happier but unsatisfi ed. B4

WASHINGTON ❯❯

FEWER ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS
Whether it’s the recession or tougher en-
forcement at U.S. borders is unclear, but a 
study fi nds a drop of 1 million in undocu-
mented aliens since 2007. A4

SPORTS ❯❯

PATERNO GOES
WITH YOUTH
Robert Bolden will be the 
fi rst true freshman to start as 
a Nittany Lions quarterback 
since 1992 when he takes the snap in Satur-
day’s opener. C1

BIG TEN ALIGNS FOR PSU
Rich Scarcella calls the 2011-12 lineup a win 
for Penn State, with the potential to develop 
a great rivalry with Nebraska. C1

MONEY ❯❯

APPLE ENTERS RENTAL BUSINESS
Coming soon from Steve Jobs’ computer 
company: the ability to watch TV shows on-
line for 99 cents each. Consumer, A10

LIFE ❯❯

LOOK LIKE A TENNIS PRO
With the U.S. Open in full swing, you might 
want to dress for the occasion. Check out 
what’s hot in on-court apparel. E1

FEDERAL-MOGUL CORP. TO CLOSE BOYERTOWN PLANT Money, A9

READING EAGLE: BEN HASTY

Tim Profi t, general manager at Savage 61 Dodge on Route 61 in Muhlenberg Township, with 
a truck he purchased and had shipped in from Michigan.

By Erin Negley
Reading Eagle

After working more than a year without 
a contract, Conrad Weiser teachers have a 
new three-year agreement.

On Wednesday, the school board ap-
proved a mediator’s proposal the teachers 
had approved on Friday.

“We are happy that we can start the school 
year on a positive note,” said Stacey Ressler, 
spokeswoman for the Conrad Weiser Edu-
cation Association.

The school board voted 6-2, with board 
member Dennis J. Manbeck abstaining. His 
wife is a teacher.

The proposal freezes salaries for the fi rst 
year, except for education and seniority 
raises, board President W. David Zwicky 
said. There are small salary increases in the 
contract’s second and third years.

Zwicky and William R. Sheeler voted 
against the proposal.

Zwicky said he wasn’t in favor of the sal-
ary increases.

Sheeler said in a written statement, “I 
term the vote a disservice to our community 
without reason or logic.” Sheeler declined 
further comment on his statement.

The proposal was accepted Friday by a 
majority of teachers at a general member-
ship meeting, Ressler said. She did not pro-
vide a vote tally.

It requires teachers to pay a percentage of 
health insurance costs, instead of a fl at rate. 
Teachers now pay a fl at monthly fee, such 
as $39 for a family insurance plan.

There are new guidelines for tuition re-
imbursements and teachers will work two 
additional school days, Zwicky said.

Further details about the proposal were 
unavailable Wednesday night.

The teachers have worked without a con-
tract since June 2009.

The new one will be retroactive to July 
1, 2009, and the raise provided for in the 
second year will be retroactive to July 1.

Negotiations have included two fact-
finding reports. The most recent report 
was accepted by the district and rejected 
by the association in June.

It would have frozen salaries for the fi rst 
year, except for education and seniority 
raises. The second year would have included 
a 2 percent raise and year three would have 
raised salaries 1.5 percent.

In a prepared statement, union President 
Wendy Kushner said the agreement weak-
ens Conrad Weiser’s competitive position 
with many surrounding school districts.

Members from both sides met with a me-
diator last week.

Three other Berks districts, Antietam, 
Gov. Miffl  in and Kutztown, remain without 
contracts.
Contact Erin Negley: 610-371-5047 
or enegley@readingeagle.com.

School board OKs contract,
ending 15-month standoff 

Conrad
Weiser
teachers
get pact

Date Opponent Score

Fri, 8/29/2008 Gov. Mifflin W 14-35

Fri, 9/5/2008 Manheim Central W 15-20

Fri, 9/12/2008 Downingtown East W 34-0

Fri, 9/19/2008 McCaskey W 7-44

Fri, 9/26/2008 Cedar Crest W 55-14

Fri, 10/3/2008 Hempfield W 13-45

Fri, 10/10/2008 Reading High W 46-6

Fri, 10/17/2008 Manheim Township W 3-51

Fri, 10/24/2008 Penn Manor W 42-0

Fri, 10/31/2008 Warwick W 24-0

Fri, 11/7/2008 ElizabethTown W 14-35

Fri, 11/14/2008 Muhlenberg W 0-46

Fri, 11/21/2008 Bishop McDevitt W 6-48

Sat, 11/29/2008 Cumberland Valley W 7-35

Sat, 12/6/2008 Bethel Park L 38-35

Wilson Varsity Football
Record: 7-0 League: 14-1 Overall

Season: 08-09  League/Div: Lancaster-Lebanon League - 1

designed and compiled by: Jackie Schmehl
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2  |  Wilson Bulldogs 

Jersey # Player Name Position Class
1 Ammon, Brandon WR/DB Sr
77 Anthony, Dominic OL/DE Jr
85 Beck, Tyler TE/DE Jr
92 Birabaharan, Morgan WR/LB So
78 Black, Dan OL/DL Jr
61 Borkey, Matt OL/DL So
95 Bross, Dan WR/LB So
16 Brown, Collin QB/DB So
37 Brown, Jacquil WR/DB So
21 Brown, Kriss RB/DB Jr
59 Buchanon, Jordan OL/DL So
18 Capozella, Andy QB/LB Sr
22 Carabello, Julian WR/LB So
66 Case, Ryan OL/LB Sr
20 Charles, Meniel WR/LB Sr
35 Corona, A.J RB/LB Sr
38 Cruz, Nathan WR/LB So
39 Davis, Zach RB/LB Jr
11 Devitt, Drew QB/DB So
73 Diaz, Benito OL/DL So
76 Doria, Brian OL/DT Sr
89 Dunn, Dave WR/DB So
15 Dunn, Patrick WR/DB So
49 Espinoza, Tobias RB/DE Sr
6 Fegley , Alex WR/DB Sr
94 Forry, Josh TE/DE Sr
67 Franck, Andrew OL/DL Sr
52 Gorddard, Zach OL/LB Sr
30 Greth, Nick RB/LB Jr
28 Groff, Zacc RB/LB Sr
23 Hannibal-Nixon, Sheldon RB/DB So
70 Herrera, Sebastian OL/DL So
44 Hill, Nuku TE/LB So
71 Hill, Rodney OL/DL Sr
87 Hills, Trevor OL/DL So
42 Holbert, Jordan RB/LB Sr
19 Huber, Steve QB Sr
46 Iacob, Josh WR/LB Jr
97 Ingram, Terry WR/DB So
75 Jackson, Derek OL/DL So
8 Keeny, Brandon WR/DB Sr
86 Kidd, Sam WR/DB So
51 Kline, Elliott TE/LB Jr
82 Koehn, Tyler WR/DB So
88 Kondracki, Brian WR/DB So
63 Kreiser, Kyle OL/DL Jr

Roster
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4  |  Wilson Bulldogs 

Scouting Reports
AuguSt 29, 2008
gov. Mifflin (12-2) vs. Wilson (9-4) 
(Last season’s final records in parentheses)
Kickoff: Tonight, 7, at Gurski Stadium.
Last season: Gov. Mifflin won 28-16.
Notable: Tonight’s game marks the 50th meeting, with Wilson 
leading the series 26-23. . . . From 1946-53 Wilson played the 
Shillington Speedboys eight times, winning five. . . . Mifflin owned 
just one win in the series from 1987-2005 before taking the 
2006 season-opener 14-12. . . . They have won three straight in 
the series, the first time they’ve done that since the mid-1960s. 
. . . Both teams have been forced to use sophomores at QB 
tonight. Vince Garipoli will go for the Mustangs, taking over after 
Casey Hughes broke his arm in the first scrimmage. Zach Zweizig 
takes over for Steve Huber, who injured his knee in Wilson’s 
scrimmage last week. . . . Mifflin’s 28 points last year were the 
most the Bulldogs allowed all season; Manheim Township scored 
26 points against them, but scored one TD on an INT return and 
another on a punt return. . . . . FB Pat Haggerty figures to get 
the majority of the carries for Mifflin; he split time last season 
with George Schmidt. . . . Wilson will alternate three players at 
tailback: senior Zacc Groff, junior Nick Greth and junior Kriss 
Brown. Dylan Stopper returns at FB. . . . Wilson reached the Dis-
trict 3/6-AAA semifinals last season, losing to Harrisburg; Mifflin 
made it to the championship game, also losing to the Cougars. . . 
. Mifflin coach Mick Vecchio needs one victory to become just the 
ninth Berks coach to reach 100. . . . Wilson coach Doug Dahms 
is 20-6, the most wins ever recorded by a Berks coach in his first 
two seasons. 
Quotable: “Obviously, we’ll keep it simple and try to take the 
game off his shoulders.” — Wilson coach Doug Dahms, on QB 
Zach Zweizig. Quotable: “Am I happy about the pressure (of such 
a big game) on a first-time quarterback? No, not at all.” — Mifflin 
coach Mick Vecchio.

SePteMbeR 5, 2008
Wilson (1-0) vs. Manheim Central (1-0)
Kickoff: Tonight, 7, at Gurski Stadium. 
Last meeting: Wilson won 34-29 in 1999. 
Last week: Wilson beat Gov. Mifflin 35-14; Central beat Susque-
hannock 32-10. 
Notable: Barons are rebounding from a 6-5 season that included 
a first-round loss in districts; they’ve gone three straight years 
without a Lancaster-Lebanon League Section 2 title. . . . Team is 
young, with just 10 seniors, but talented and considered to be on 
the way back to the top of the heap when it comes to Class AAA 
teams in District 3. . . . They are led by senior QB Jeremy Knosp, 
who passed for 226 yards and two TDs and ran for two TDs last 
week. . . . Overall, offense piled up 574 total yards; their only 
problem was the kicking game, where they missed three PATs. . . . 
Junior DE Dakota Royer is considered a potential D-1 recruit. . . . 
Ranked No. 6 in the state in Class AAA by Pennsylvania Football 
News. . . . Bulldogs defense allowed 88 yards rushing last week, 
but 39 of that came on the final play, against the second team. 
Through three quarters, they allowed just 32 yards on 26 rushing 
attempts, with 10 of those plays going for losses. . . . Only TD 
allowed by the first string came on a flea-flicker. . . . LB Andy 
Capozello came up with an interception and a pair of tackles for 
losses. . . . LB Jon Wagner had a pair of tackles for losses and 
recovered a fumble. . . . Nick Greth (9 carries/69 yards) and Zacc 
Groth (8/51) ran effectively for a Bulldogs offense that piled 
up 370 total yards. . . . . Bulldogs are ranked No. 5 in the state 

in Class AAAA by Pennsylvania Football News. . . . Wilson leads 
all-time series 3-2. Quotable: “As much as I lose sleep before 
a game like this, I’d much rather match wits with somebody I 
respect like (Manheim Central coach) Mike (Williams) than go 
play the weak sisters of the poor. We’re gonna win our share (in 
this series), and Mike’s gonna win his share.” — Wilson coach 
Doug Dahms. 
Quotable: “We like to play Wilson because of the tough com-
petition. It’ll be good for us, in that we’ll be gaining experience 
playing against someone with size and speed — that’s something 
you can’t simulate in practice. When you play a weak non-league 
schedule, it doesn’t get you ready for your season. This’ll be a 
nice test for us.” — Manheim Central coach Mike Williams. 

SePteMbeR 12, 2008
Wilson (2-0) vs. Downingtown east (0-2)
Kickoff: Tonight, 7, at Downingtown.
Series: First meeting.
Last week: Wilson beat Manheim Central 20-15; Cougars lost to 
Souderton 46-14.
Notable: Cougars played last week without starting QB Casey 
Roche, who broke his collarbone in Week 1 against Lansdale 
Catholic. . . . Backup QB Trey Lauletta was effective at times 
running the no-huddle offense and throwing a pair of TD passes. 
. . . In their opener, a 14-7 loss, the Cougars turned the ball over 
six times and gave up six sacks. . . . Downingtown East went 8-3 
a year ago, reaching the second round of the District 1-AAAA 
playoffs. . . . Bulldogs are ranked No. 7 in the state in Class AAAA 
by the Pennsylvania Football News. . . . Bulldogs gave up just 64 
rushing yards on 28 attempts last week against Manheim. . . . 
After seeing the carries split evenly in Week 1, TB Zacc Groff was 
the featured back last week, rushing for 129 yards on 21 carries. 
. . . Wilson’s Alex Fegley saw an 84-yard punt return for a TD 
against Manheim wiped off the board by a penalty.

SePteMbeR 19, 2008
Wilson (3-0) vs. McCaskey (0-3) 
Kickoff: Tonight, 7, at Gurski Stadium, West Lawn. 
Last season: Wilson won 22-0. 
Last week: Wilson beat Downingtown East 34-0; McCaskey lost 
to Coatesville 14-0. 
Lancaster-Lebanon League Section 1: Opener for both. 
Notable: Bulldogs have won six straight (including two playoff 
games) in the series dating back to 2003, when Tornado notched 
a 31-14 win in Chad Henne’s senior season. . . . Bulldogs WR 
Alex Fegley is tied for fourth in Berks with 11 catches after last 
week’s six-catch, 126-yard effort. . . . Defense, let by LB Colton 
Weaver and DT Rodney Hill, has not allowed a score over the last 
six quarters. . . . Bulldogs are ranked No. 10 in Class AAAA in the 
state by the Harrisburg Patriot/News. . . . Red Tornado has been 
outscored 124-27, committing 14 turnovers. . . . McCaskey coach 
Scott Feldman is using a quarterback rotation of Nate Shaeffer 
(22-for-52, 231 yards) and Adrian Westbrook (14-for-34, 172 
yards, one TD), with Westbrook having run for a team-high 153 
yards and three TDs. . . . Top receiving threats are Taylor Schm-
alhofer (15 catches, 127 yards) and Brandon Williams (172 
receiving yards). 

SePteMbeR 26, 2008
Wilson (4-0) vs. Cedar Crest (1-3) 
Kickoff: Tonight, 7, at South Lebanon. 
Last season : Wilson won 38-10. 

SA
MP
LE



  |  9G a m e   Day m e m o r i e s

READING EAGLE, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27, 2008

READING EAGLE, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27, 2008 SCHOLASTIC FOOTBALL PREVIEW | E5

STARTING LINEUP

The top runners, passers, receivers, linemen and defensive players in Berks County for 2008.

Nate Daniels
Muhlenberg QB | 6-2, 185, Sr.
Looking back: Set Berks single-season passing mark with 2,285 yards and threw 22 TDs.

Looking ahead: Being recruited by Connecticut, Pitt, Temple, New Hampshire and Wil-
liam & Mary.

Looking at Daniels: “Nate could be one of the better pure passers we’ve had, in terms of 
making reads, throwing technique and all the mechanics.” — Muhls coach John 
Yocum.

Sean Unterkoefl er
Exeter TB/CB | 6-1, 210, Sr.
Looking back: All-league defensive back and kick returner at Central Catholic last season, 

where he led the team in rushing, receptions and TDs.

Looking ahead: Offered an appointment at West Point; being recruited by Northwestern, 
James Madison and Delaware.

Looking at Unterkoefl er: “Sean is looking to establish himself as one of the top players in 
the county and beyond.” — Eagles coach Joe Opalenick.

Byron Dovales
Muhlenberg G/DT | 6-2, 286, Sr.
Looking back: Started at offensive tackle last year; will also play defensive tackle this year.

Looking ahead: Being recruited by Temple and Pittsburgh.

Looking at Dovales: “Byron moves so well for someone his size. He’s a good good straight-
ahead blocker and is good pulling outside.” — Muhls coach John Yocum.

Pat Haggerty
Gov. Miffl in FB/LB | 6-1, 195, Sr.
Looking back: Split time at fullback, averaging 7.6 yards per carry; was second on team in 

tackles at linebacker.

Looking ahead: Getting looks from several Division I-AA schools.

Looking at Haggerty: “Pat runs a 4.65 (40). If he breaks it, nobody’s gonna catch him.” — 
Mustangs coach Mick Vecchio.

Pat 
Zerbe
Wilson 
G/LB 
6-2, 246, Sr.
Looking back: Was 

second in both 
tackles and 
sacks for 
Berks’ top-rat-
ed defense last 
season.

Looking ahead: 
Getting looks 
from Tennes-
see, Pittsburgh 
and several Di-
vision I-AA’s.

Looking at Zerbe: 
“Pat’s a tena-
cious hitter 
and a great 
run-stopper. ” 
— Bulldogs 
coach Doug 
Dahms.

Rodney 
Hill
Wilson 
G/DT
6-0, 275, Sr.
Looking back: All-

league and All-
Berks pick at 
defensive tack-
le; led team in 
sacks.

Looking ahead: 
Getting looks 
from Buffalo, 
Temple and 
New Hamp-
shire.

Looking at Hill: 
“Rodney’s very 
quick for a big 
man and ex-
tremely power-
ful.” — Bull-
dogs coach 
Doug Dahms.
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By Mike Drago
Reading Eagle

The most anticipated football 
game of the season — that’s Wilson 
vs. Gov. Mifflin, in a Friday season 
opener at West Lawn — suddenly 
has clouds hanging over it. 

One week after Gov. Mifflin lost 
its starting quarterback to an injury, 
Wilson lost its QB, as well. 

Senior Steve Huber, a starter 
since his sophomore season, suf-
fered a knee injury in a Saturday 
scrimmage and will miss at least 
half the season. 

One week earlier Mifflin lost its 
quarterback, Casey Hughes, to a 
broken bone above his left wrist in 

the Mustangs’ first scrimmage. 
Hughes, at least, is expected to 

play cornerback in the opener. Hu-
ber is out for 4-6 weeks, according to 
Bulldogs coach Doug Dahms. 

Both teams will go with sopho-
more starters. Wilson turns to Zach 
Zweizig, a 6-3, 170-pounder with lim-
ited experience. He missed all of 
last season after undergoing shoul-
der surgery. He hasn’t played since 
his eighth grade season at Central 
Junior High. 

“He’s a big, strong kid with a 
strong arm,” Dahms said. “Going in-
to some big games (at the start of the 
season), we’re putting him in a bit of 
a pressure cooker.” 

Mifflin counters with Vince Gar-
ipoli, who at least was able to get 
some playing time in Saturday’s 
scrimmage. 

Huber obviously was one of the 
keys to a Wilson offense that has 
several key people to replace, nota-

bly wide receiver Chris Hartzell, 
tailback Jake Stopper and the en-
tire offensive line. He was expected 
to hold things down. 

Those plans came apart when he 
was sacked in Saturday’s scrim-
mage, taken down on a high/low 
tackle by two defenders. His right 
knee bent awkwardly, and he suf-
fered a torn MCL. 

The Bulldogs entered camp as 
the consensus favorite in Section 1 
and have been mentioned in the 
Top 10 and Top 20 in several state 
polls. 

Playing half a season without Hu-
ber, who passed for 1,6877 yards and 
18 TDs as a junior, puts them in a 
much more precarious position. 

“We’ll just have to pull together 
and keep it simple,”” Dahms said. 
“They (the players) are all under 
the assumption that we’ll have to 
work harder now to help Zach out.”  

READING EAGLE, TUESDAY, AUGUST 26, 2008

Wilson loses starting quarterback for 4-6 weeks
Senior Steve Huber suffers a 
knee injury during a 
Saturday scrimmage.
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L A N C A S T E R -L E B A N O N  L E A G U E          S E C T I O N  1 
2007 League Overall
Manheim Twp. 7-0 11-2
Warwick 6-1 9-2
Wilson 5-2 9-4
Hempfi eld 3-4 4-6
Reading High 3-4 3-7
McCaskey 3-4 3-7
Cedar Crest 1-6 2-8
Penn Manor 0-7 1-9 

Quotable
“They’re always in position. They don’t give up 
big plays. They make you work for everything. 
It’s very diffi cult to sustain drives against 
them. When you get a chance to make a big 
play, you better take it to the house because 
they’re not gonna give you too many.”
Manheim Township coach Mike Melynk, on the Wilson 
defense.

SECTION 1 Aug. 29 & 30 Sept. 5 & 6 Sept. 12 & 13 Sept. 19 & 20 Sept. 26 & 27 Oct. 3 & 4 Oct. 10 & 11 Oct. 17 & 18 Oct. 24 & 25 Oct. 31 & Nov. 1

2008 team-by-team, week-by-week schedule Bold = home game

Cedar Crest at Lebanon
7 p.m., Fri.

Conestoga 
Valley

7 p.m., Fri.

Conrad Weiser
7 p.m., Fri.

at Warwick
7 p.m., Fri.

at Manheim Twp.
7 p.m., Fri.

Wilson
7 p.m., Fri.

Hempfi eld
7 p.m., Fri.

at Reading High
7 p.m., Fri.

McCaskey
7 p.m., Fri.

at Penn Manor
7 p.m., Fri.

Hempfi eld
Conestoga 

Valley
7 p.m., Fri.

at Carlisle
7 p.m., Fri.

at Garden Spot
7:30 p.m., Fri.

Penn Manor
7 p.m., Fri.

at Wilson
7 p.m., Fri.

McCaskey
7 p.m., Fri.

at Cedar Crest
7 p.m., Fri.

Warwick
7 p.m., Fri.

Reading High
7 p.m., Fri.

at Manheim Twp.
7 p.m., Fri.

Manheim
Township

Ephrata
7 p.m., Fri.

at Elizabethtown
7:30 p.m., Fri.

at Red Lion
7 p.m., Fri.

at Reading
7 p.m., Fri.

Cedar Crest
7 p.m., Fri.

Warwick
7 p.m., Fri.

at Penn Manor
7 p.m., Fri.

McCaskey
7 p.m., Fri.

at Wilson
7 p.m., Fri.

Hempfi eld
7 p.m., Fri.

McCaskey Elizabethtown
7 p.m., Fri.

Coatesville
7 p.m., Fri.

at York High
7 p.m., Fri.

at Wilson
7 p.m., Fri.

Penn Manor
7 p.m., Fri.

at Hempfi eld
7 p.m., Fri.

Warwick
7 p.m., Fri.

at Manheim Twp.
7 p.m., Fri.

at Cedar Crest
7 p.m., Fri.

Reading High
7 p.m., Fri.

Penn Manor Solanco
7 p.m., Fri.

at Exeter 
7 p.m., Fri.

Lampeter-
Strasburg
7 p.m., Fri.

at Hempfi eld
7 p.m., Fri.

at McCaskey
7 p.m., Fri.

Reading High
7 p.m., Fri.

Manheim Twp.
7 p.m., Fri.

Wilson
7 p.m., Fri.

at Warwick
7 p.m., Fri.

Cedar Crest
7 p.m., Fri.

Reading 
High

at York High
7 p.m., Fri.

at Gov. Miffl in 
7 p.m., Fri.

Pottsville
7 p.m., Fri.

Manheim Twp.
7 p.m., Fri.

at Warwick
7 p.m., Fri.

at Penn Manor
7 p.m., Fri.

Wilson
7 p.m., Fri.

Cedar Crest
7 p.m., Fri.

at Hempfi eld
7 p.m., Fri.

at McCaskey
7 p.m., Fri.

Warwick Garden Spot
7 p.m., Fri.

at Ephrata
7 p.m., Fri.

at Conestoga
Valley

7 p.m., Fri.

Cedar Crest
7 p.m., Fri.

Reading High
7 p.m., Fri.

at Manheim Twp.
7 p.m., Fri.

at McCaskey
7 p.m., Fri.

at Hempfi eld
7 p.m., Fri.

Penn Manor
7 p.m., Fri.

Wilson
7 p.m., Fri.

Wilson Gov. Miffl in
7 p.m., Fri.

at Downingtown 
East

7 p.m., Fri.

Manheim Central
7 p.m., Fri.

McCaskey
7 p.m., Fri.

Hempfi eld
7 p.m., Fri.

at Cedar Crest
7 p.m., Fri.

at Reading High
7 p.m., Fri.

at Penn Manor
7 p.m., Fri.

Manheim Twp.
7 p.m., Fri.

at Warwick
7 p.m., Fri.

Five facts
1.  Wilson has the highest winning percentage in Section 1 history at .818, 

followed by former member Conestoga Valley (.603), McCaskey (.602) 
and Hempfi eld (.589).

2.  A pair of 1,000-yard backs return: Warwick’s Eric Resch (1,069) and 
Manheim Township’s Dan Wertz (1,470).

3.  Wilson has recorded 32 straight winning seasons, third-longest streak in 
the state.

4.  Manheim Township earned its fi rst district win last year, beating Red Lion.
5.  Wilson owns the most Section 1 titles with 16, followed by McCaskey (9) 

and Hempfi eld (7).

Last season: 5-2 section, 9-4 overall, District 3/6-AAAA semifi nalist.    Head coach: Doug Dahms, third season, 20-6.

Classifi cation: 
District 3-AAAA
First season: 
1945
Seasons to date: 
63
All-time record: 
435-205-14
Last L-L title: 
2006
Last district ap-
pearance: 2007

Top offensive players: 2nd-team 
all-league QB Steve Huber, WR Alex 
Fegley (2nd-team all-league KR), FB 
Dylan Stopper, G Pat Zerbe, G Rod-
ney Hill, T Drew Franck, WR Connor 
Snyder.

Top defensive players: All-league 
LB Colton Weaver, all-league DT Rod-
ney Hill, 2nd-team all-league LB Jor-
dan Holbert, E Jon Wagner, E Tyler 
Beck, LB Pat Zerbe, LB Zacc Groff, 
LB Andy Capozello, CB Alex Fegley.

The skinny: The Bulldogs seemed set for a big sea-
son, with four-year starting LB Colton Weaver and big-
time players Rodney Hill and Pat Zerbe anchoring the 
league’s top defense. There are playmakers on of-
fense, too, but that side of the ball became a question-
mark when QB Steve Huber wrecked his knee in a 
scrimmage and will miss half the season. Now the job 
falls to untested soph Zach Zweizig, who will be work-
ing behind a green offensive line and without benefi t of 
a dominant tailback. 

At the wire: League favorite; with Huber back in the 
fold, should make a run at a district title.

— Compiled by Mike Drago

PENN MANOR COMETS Last season: 0-7 section, 1-9 overall.

Head coach: Todd Mealy, second 
season, 1-9. 

Top offensive players: 2nd-team all-
league TE Cody Booth, QB Mike 
Treier, WR Aaron Frederick, WR Tyler 
Musser, G Zach Fisher.

Top defensive players: 2nd-team 
all-league DE Cody Booth, T Brandon 
Spangler, LB Sean Noll, LB Jacob 
Rebman, S Mike Treier.

The skinny: The Comets could take a step forward in the 
second year of their new program and could be better on of-
fense, as returning QB Mike Treier has all of his receivers 
back, including TE Cody Booth, a Division I-AA prospect. De-
fense is where they need to step up after giving up 29.0 
points and 332 yards per game a year ago.

At the wire: Too young to make a run.

CEDAR CREST FALCONS Last season: 1-6 section, 2-8 overall.

Head coach: Mike Robinson, fi fth 
season, 14-26.

Top offensive players: QB Gary Gri-
stick, RB Sean Sellers, RB Charles 
Kyeremeh, RB Tyler Bennett, G Mike 
Meagher, SE Paul Harpel.

Top defensive players: All-league 
LB Joe Sarra, LB Elliott Irwin, LB Jon 
Heisey.

The skinny: The Falcons have slipped to the bottom of the 
pack in Section 1. The team that won or shared three 
straight titles from 1999-2001 hasn’t had a winning season 
— or even beaten a winning team — since 2004. They were 
last in the league in both total offense and total defense a 
year ago, and don’t have an impact player back on the offen-
sive side of the ball. The defense, which yielded 30 or more 
points fi ve times, should be better with Joe Sarra and entire 
LB corp returning.

At the wire: Trailing the fi eld.

WARWICK WARRIORS Last season: 6-1 section, 9-2 overall; 
District 3/6-AAAA qualifi er.

Head coach: Bob Locker, seventh 
season, 31-32.

Top offensive players: All-league RB 
Eric Resch, 2nd-team all-league WR 
Randy Yost, FB Chris Schaffer.

Top defensive players: 2nd-team 
all-league DB Eric Resch, all-league 
DB Randy Yost, T Brent Ober, E Car-
son Geib, LB Cody Taft, LB Dan Mar-
tin, LB Chris Schaffer.

The skinny: The Warriors nearly took Section 1 by storm last 
season, putting together a dominant offense that averaged 30 
points a game and a league-leading 361 yards per game. Now 
the bad news: That big O is a thing of the past. Nine starters 
graduated, including QB and Player of the Year Jon Resch. His 
brother, Eric, who rushed for 1,069 yards, is back, but he’ll be 
working behind an entirely rebuilt O-line. The defense will have 
to take a big step forward, and it could with seven starters 
back.

At the wire: Middle of the pack.

MCCASKEY RED TORNADO Last season: 3-4 section, 3-7 overall.

Head coach: Scott Feldman, 11th 
season, 59-47.

Top offensive players: QB Adrian 
Westbrook, FB Jeremy Rosario WR 
Leequan LaRue, WR Brandon Wil-
liams, G Kyle Weik, T Clint Banzhof.

Top defensive players: NT Hector 
Nunez, LB Jeremy Rosario, S Bran-
don Williams, CB Leequan LaRue, CB 
Taylor Schmalhofer.

The skinny: The Red Tornado was a District 3 power not so 
long ago but has fallen on tough times of late, with losing re-
cords twice in the past three seasons. Five starters return on 
each side of the ball, and you can expect the usual speed 
and athletic ability, but intangibles have taken them down a 
notch or two the past several years. Could be more of the 
same thing this year.

At the wire: Struggling to regain stride.

HEMPFIELD BLACK KNIGHTS Last season: 3-4 section, 4-6 overall.    

Head coach: Bob Forgrave, second season, 4-6 
(10-11 in two seasons at Penn Manor).

Top offensive players: 2nd-team all-league G Jason 
Dougherty, QB Jarvis Cummings, FB Erik Macik, RB 
Nick DeLaleu, TE Alec Bleacher, WR Manny Mendez, C 
Justin Bloom, G Jason Dougherty, T James Korman.

Top defensive players: All-league LB Eric Macik, all-
league P Logan Smith, E Jason Dougherty, E Evan 
Marin, T Brandon Kline, T Aidan Cadzow, LB Spencer 
Lehr, CB Logan Smith, CB Drew Schanz.

The skinny: The Black Knights certainly 
have the most returning starters (17) in the 
league and are expected to be the most im-
proved team. Erik Macik, a bulldozer of a 
FB, is back after rushing for 766 yards. So 
is QB Jarvis Cummings, who has been an 
electric runner but an erratic passer. Stingy 
defense, which ranked third in the section 
last year, should be even better.

At the wire: Outside shot.

MANHEIM TOWNSHIP BLUE STREAKS Last season: 7-0 section champ, 11-2 
overall; District 3/6-AAAA semifi nalist. 

Head coach: Mike Melynk, 10th sea-
son, 50-45.

Top offensive players: 2nd-team all-
league RB Dan Wertz, QB Jon Yuko, 
FB Nick Sizemore, WR Matt Curcio, 
WR Kyle Karpinski, T Adam Bostick.

Top defensive players: 2nd-team 
all-league LB Nick Sizemore, 2nd-
team all-league P Dan Wertz, LB 
Chuck Eberly, CB Kyle Karpinski.

The skinny: The Blue Streaks have won two of the last three 
Section 1 titles and will be in the thick of the race again. Only 
nine starters return, but they’re good ones, and as we’ve 
seen the past few years, the seniors ready to step in are 
quality players. That’s the mark of a solid program. Nick 
Sizemore, a bullish FB/LB, is one of the best players in the 
league and will team with TB Dan Wertz to form a power-
house backfi eld. QB Jon Yuko stepped in because of an inju-
ry last season and got plenty of experience. 

At the wire: In the money.

READING HIGH RED KNIGHTS Last season: 3-4 section, 3-7 overall.    Head coach: Preston McKnight, fi rst season (22-19 in four seasons at Schuylkill Valley).

2008 Schedule 2007 Series
Fri. Aug. 29  at York High, 7  0-12 13-10 
Fri. Sept. 5    Pottsville, 7 7-14 37-43-8
Fri. Sept. 12  at Gov. Miffl in, 7 15-48 19-7
Fri. Sept. 19  Manheim Township, 7 10-34 12-7
Fri. Sept. 26  at Penn Manor, 7 35-13 13-1
Fri. Oct. 3   at Warwick, 7 26-38 2-8
Fri. Oct. 10  Wilson, 7 10-34 5-17
Fri. Oct. 17  at Hempfi eld, 7 46-21 10-11
Fri. Oct. 24  Cedar Crest, 7 27-7 12-7
Fri. Oct. 31   at McCaskey, 7 18-19 41-38-5

Classifi cation: 
District 3-AAAA
First season: 
1892
Seasons to date: 
116
All-time record: 
499-544-44
Last L-L title: 
2003
Last district ap-
pearance: 2003

Top offensive players: 2nd-team all-
league RB Fruquan Gaston, 2nd-team 
all-league T Darryl Pringle, QB Yamil 
Echavarria, QB Freddie Pena, RB Jah-
re Tisdale, T Thomas Catherman, TE 
Demrick Cook, WR Alex Wagner.

Top defensive players: All-league 
DE Demrick Cook, T Darryl Pringle, T 
Hershey Walton, LB Nick Kubacki, LB 
Denny Nazario, DB Fruquan Gaston, 
DB Derek Lopez, DB Yamil 
Echaveria, DB Jah-re Tisdale.

The skinny: Coaches around the league have no idea 
what to expect from the Red Knights, but they could 
spring some surprises. The defensive front could be 
quite good, with Demrick Cook and Darryl Pringle aided 
by up-and-coming Gov. Miffl in transfer Hershey Walton. 
There’s some speed in the defensive backfi eld. Consis-
tency on offense was a problem last year. If they can 
get their new spread offense in gear, some good 
things could happen. They were close to turning the 
corner last year, but lost some close games.

At the wire: Could move up on the pack.

2008 Schedule 2007 Series
Fri. Aug. 29 Gov. Miffl in, 7 16-28 26-23
Fri. Sept. 5  Manheim Central, 7 — 3-2
Fri. Sept. 12 at Downingtown East, 7 — —
Fri. Sept. 19  McCaskey, 7 22-0 26-7-1
Fri. Sept. 26 at Cedar Crest, 7 38-10 36-4-1
Fri. Oct. 3  Hempfi eld, 7 21-14 24-9
Fri. Oct. 10 at Reading High, 7 34-10 17-5
Fri. Oct. 17 Manheim Township, 7 7-26 23-9-1
Fri. Oct. 24  at Penn Manor, 7 31-6 14-0
Fri. Oct. 31  at Warwick, 7 12-14 10-3

WILSON BULLDOGS

WR/CB Alex Fegley

TE/DE Demrick Cook

Courtesy of Lancaster New Era
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By Mike Drago
Reading Eagle

The Wilson Bulldogs have talk-
ed about being a great defense.

Friday night they showed that, 
when pressed, they can be.

Manheim Central repeatedly 
knocked on the door, driving deep 
into Wilson territory, and the Bull-
dogs kept answering the call time 
after time, enough times to with-
stand the Barons and hold on for a 
20-15 non-league win at Gurski Sta-
dium.

The Barons ran 31 plays in the 
fourth quarter and twice got inside 
the Wilson 10, but never managed 
to cross the goal line.

“They came up big when they 
had to,” said Wilson coach Doug 
Dahms, his voice hoarse from ex-
tolling his defenders to hold on 
down the stretch.

The Barons (1-1) were stopped 
on a fourth-and-5 from the 7 when 
linebacker Colton Weaver knocked 
the ball out of the hands of receiv-
er Alex Shenk inside the 5 with 10 
minutes to go and the Bulldogs (2-

0) ahead 20-13.
The Bulldogs stopped them 

again, on a fourth-and-goal from 
the 3 with 41⁄2 minutes left, when 
outside linebacker Jordan Holbert 
slowed Dan Trafford on a sweep.

Finally, after the Bulldogs, 
pinned back at their 1, took a safe-
ty with 21⁄2 minutes left, the defense 
answered one last call.

Quarterback Jeremy Knosp, a 
gutsy competitor who burned the 
Bulldogs all night, withstood a 
fierce pass rush over the final min-

cont’d. on page 12
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Lost in translation
LPGA backs down 
on speaking English 
requirement. D6 D Section

By Rich Scarcella
Reading Eagle

STATE COLLEGE — The 
Penn State Nittany Lions 
thought all they had to worry 
about today was Oregon State 
and the weather.

Tropical Storm Hanna be-
came an afterthought when 
coach Joe Paterno suspended 
three key players and dis-
missed a reserve after Penn 
State police found a small 
amount of marijuana Tuesday 
night in the campus apartment 
where four football players are 

listed as residents.
Now, the No. 19 Nittany Li-

ons (1-0) have a depleted defen-
sive line and another dreaded 
distraction going into today’s 
intersectional game against 
the Beavers (0-1) at 3:30 at Bea-
ver Stadium (TV-ABC; WRAW-
AM/1340).

Paterno suspended All-Big 
Ten defensive end Maurice Ev-
ans, defensive tackle Abe Ko-
roma and tight end Andrew 
Quarless. Cornerback A.J. Wal-
lace, the fourth resident of the 
Nittany Apartments residence, 
was not involved in the inci-

dent and will play today, Pa-
terno said Thursday night on 
his radio call-in show.

No arrests have been made 
in the case. Police are trying to 
determine whose marijuana it 
was.

Willie Harriott, a reserve 
cornerback who was arrested 
last November for driving un-
der the influence and speed-
ing, was thrown off the team by 
Paterno.

Harriott’s dismissal was not 
related to the marijuana inves-
tigation. ESPN reported Fri-
day afternoon that he was 
charged with DUI again 
Wednesday night.

Paterno’s disciplinary ac-
tions came about one month 
after he dismissed defensive 
tackles Chris Baker and Phil 
Taylor for unknown reasons. 

Baker and Taylor were sen-
tenced to probation for their 
involvement in a campus fi ght 
last October. Baker also was 
sentenced to probation for his 
involvement in an off-campus 
fi ght last April.

Evans, Koroma, Quarless 
and Harriott played in Penn 
State’s 66-10 romp past Coastal 
Carolina last Saturday at Bea-
ver Stadium. Oregon State, 
though, presents a stiffer test 
with better athletes.

The Beavers returned seven 
starters on offense, including 
quarterback Lyle Moevao and 
wide receiver Sammie Strough-
ter, but only three on defense, 
all in the secondary. Without 
experience among the defen-
sive linemen and linebackers, 
Oregon State permitted Stan-
ford to rush for 210 yards in a 

36-28 loss last week.
The Beavers gave up a safety 

when Moevao threw a lateral 
pass out the side of the end 
zone and a touchdown when 
Darrell Catchings lost a fumble 
an instant before he crossed 
the goal line. Moevao also 
threw two interceptions.

“Oregon State beat them-
selves,” Paterno said. “So noth-
ing’s changed. I go into the 
game thinking we’re going to 
have our hands full.”

Even without Oregon State 
coming to town, Paterno al-
ready had his hands full deal-
ing with another in a seemingly 
endless number of off-the-fi eld 
transgressions committed by 
his players.

He’ll try to keep the Lions fo-
cused and to fi gure out a way to 
beat the Beavers without their 

best pass rusher, one of their 
most active run-stoppers and 
their most athletic tight end.

“Oregon State has a great 
team,” wide receiver Derrick 
Williams said. “They have 
some great players. It’s defi-
nitely going to be an uphill 
battle for us. We’re prepared 
for a challenge that they’re go-
ing to give us.”
■ Contact Rich Scarcella at 
610-371-5070 or rscarcella@
readingeagle.com.

The Nittany Lions must deal with the suspensions 
of three key players, including All-Big Ten 
defensive end Maurice Evans, and the dismissal of 
another in today’s game against the Beavers.

Penn State must fi ght distractions, Oregon State Penn State vs. 
Oregon State
Where: Beaver Stadium
When: Today, 3:30 p.m.
TV: ABC
Radio: WRAW-AM/1340

Inside
■ Game preview. D3

From our news services
NEW YORK — Brett Myers 

buzzed through the New York 
Mets’ lineup, pitching eight dom-
inant innings and leading the 
Philadelphia Phillies to a 3-0 vic-
tory Friday night that cut their 
NL East defi cit to two games.

Greg Dobbs hit a two-run 
homer off Mike Pelfrey (13-9), 
and the Phillies took the open-

er of a crucial 
three-game 
s e r i e s  b e -
tween the top 
teams in the 
division. Phil-
a d e l p h i a , 
which rallied 
past the col-
lapsing Mets 
last Septem-
ber, handed 

New York only its sixth loss in 
23 games.

Brad Lidge got through a 
shaky ninth by retiring Carlos 
Beltran and Ryan Church with 
two on to end it.

Shane Victorino helped man-
ufacture a run in the fi rst inning, 
giving Myers all the offense he 
needed. The right-hander al-
lowed three hits and struck out 
10 in another overpowering per-
formance. He won his fourth 
straight start.

After struggling early this sea-
son and going to the minors to 
polish his game, Myers (9-10) is 
6-1 in nine outings since coming 
back from Triple-A Lehigh Val-
ley July 20. He has not allowed a 
run in three of his past four 
starts, yielding only two runs in 
his last 31 innings.

Lidge remained perfect in 34 
save chances this year. He com-
pleted Philadelphia’s NL-lead-
ing 11th shutout this season, 
while New York was blanked for 
the fi fth time.

David Wright doubled with 
one out in the ninth and went to 
third on Carlos Delgado’s single. 
But Beltran fl ied to shallow left 
on a 3-1 pitch and Victorino ran 
down Church’s long drive to cen-
ter.

With two meetings left this 
weekend, Philadelphia im-
proved to 6-10 against the Mets 
this season. The Phillies won 
the final eight matchups last 
year and overtook their rivals to 
win the division.

Victorino got Philadelphia 
started this time when he sin-
gled in the fi rst, stole second and 
continued to third on a throwing 
error by catcher Brian Sch-
neider. Chase Utley delivered 
an RBI groundout.

With two outs in the seventh, 
Dobbs drove a 2-2 pitch to right 
and the ball skimmed off the top 
of Church’s glove as he leaped at 
the fence.

When he came down, Church 
looked at his glove and slammed 
it on his knee in frustration.

Pelfrey lost for the fi rst time 
in five starts. He gave up two 
earned runs and four hits in sev-
en innings.

Brett Myers strikes out 
10 in eight shutout 
innings as Philadelphia 
downs New York to cut 
the Mets’ NL East lead 
to two games.

Phils 3
Mets  0

By Mike Drago
Reading Eagle

The Wilson Bulldogs have talked 
about being a great defense.

Friday night they showed that, when 
pressed, they can be.

Manheim Central repeatedly 
knocked on the door, driving deep into 
Wilson territory, and the Bulldogs kept 
answering the call time after time, 

enough times to with-
stand the Barons and 
hold on for a 20-15 
non-league win at 
Gurski Stadium.

The Barons ran 31 
plays in the fourth 

quarter and twice got inside the Wil-
son 10, but never managed to cross the 
goal line.

“They came up big when they had 
to,” said Wilson coach Doug Dahms, 
his voice hoarse from extolling his de-
fenders to hold on down the stretch.

The Barons (1-1) were stopped on a 
fourth-and-5 from the 7 when line-
backer Colton Weaver knocked the 
ball out of the hands of receiver Alex 
Shenk inside the 5 with 10 minutes to 
go and the Bulldogs (2-0) ahead 20-13.

The Bulldogs stopped them again, 
on a fourth-and-goal from the 3 with 
41⁄2 minutes left, when outside line-
backer Jordan Holbert slowed Dan 
Trafford on a sweep.

Finally, after the Bulldogs, pinned 
back at their 1, took a safety with 21⁄2 
minutes left, the defense answered 

one last call.
Quarterback Jeremy Knosp, a gutsy 

competitor who burned the Bulldogs 
all night, withstood a fi erce pass rush 
over the fi nal minutes yet still moved 
the Barons into scoring position as his 
27-yarder to Trafford beat a blitz and 
gave Manheim a first down at the 17 
with 1:36 left.

Holbert and blitzing defensive back 
Andy Capozello got to Knosp for a fi rst-
down sack and 2-yard loss, and Knosp 
threw incomplete on second down. 

His third-down pass went to the near 
corner of the end zone and off the 
hands of Justin Gorman, who was 
closely covered by Pat O’Brien.

On fourth down the Bulldogs again 
sent the house and Knosp — who had 
thrown for 239 yards — fi red one last 
incomplete pass.

“That was a battle,” said Rodney 
Hill, the Bulldogs’ massive two-way 
tackle. “Manheim Central is a great 
team, and they put up a great fi ght to 
the very end. We had to hang in there 

to the very end. We did everything we 
could do. They did everything they 
could do. Fortunately, we came out on 
top.”

Both sides expected a fi erce battle, 
and got it.

The Bulldogs were on the ropes ear-
ly, when Knosp stunned them with a 
70-yard completion on the second play, 
setting up a TD in the fi rst 90 seconds.

The Barons went up 13-0 midway 

Wilson’s defense comes up big 
under pressure down the 
stretch to help the Bulldogs 
earn a victory over Manheim 
Central.

WEEK 2 SCOREBOARD
Reading High 21
Pottsville 18

Wilson 20
Manheim Central 15

Gov. Miffl in 37
Boyertown 13 

Conrad Weiser 35
Cedar Crest  28

Holy Name 41
Twin Valley  3

Kutztown 14
Blue Mountain 7

Daniel Boone 35
Susquehannock 14

Muhlenberg 28
Elizabethtown 27
Overtime

Cocalico 35
Exeter  21

Hamburg 21
Annville-Cleona  14

Fleetwood 14
Lourdes 6

Panther Valley 34
Schuylkill Valley  0 

Haverford at 
Central Catholic  Today, 7 p.m.

Wyomissing at Neumann-Goretti  
 Sunday, 1 p.m. 

Monteiro blazing
■ Junion QB Jon Monteiro 
passes for 361 yards in Daniel 
Boone’s victory. D4

Miffl in rebounds
■ After a loss to Wilson, Gov. 
Miffl in handles Boyertown. D5

Muhls rally
■ Muhlenberg rallies to beat 
Elizabethtown in OT. D5

Complete stats 
and more
Find the latest 
stats and standings 
exclusively on 

berksgameday.com.
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NO. 500 FOR RED KNIGHTS

Wilson 20
Manheim 
Central 15

Wilson continues on D5

Reading Eagle: Ben Hasty

Wilson’s Zacc Groff jumps over the Manheim defense to score a touchdown in the third quarter in the Bulldogs’ 20-15 victory.

Myers
leads
Phillies
by Mets

Inside
■ Mike Schmidt 
sends Phillies 
inspirational 
e-mail. D2

Reading Eagle: Krissy Krummenacker

Reading High’s Fruquan Gaston rushes for 193 yards 
and a touchdown as the Red Knights defeat Pottsville 
21-18 for the school’s 500th victory and fi rst for 
fi rst-year coach Preston McKnight. Story, D5.

Bulldogs hold on vs. Barons

Bulldogs hold on vs. Barons
Wilson’s defense comes up big under pressure down the stretch to help the Bulldogs 
earn a victory over Manheim Central.

Reading eagle: Ben HaSTY
Wilson’s Zacc Groff jumps over the Manheim defense to score a touchdown in the third quarter in the Bull-
dogs’ 20-15 victory.
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36  |  Wilson Bulldogs 

By Mike Drago
Reading Eagle

It’s been awhile since the 
Wilson Bulldogs faced any kind 
of a real challenge.

They breezed through the ear-
ly rounds of the District 3-AAAA 

playoffs, and 
their Lancast-
er-Lebanon 
League sched-

ule before that. You’d have to go 
back to the warm days of early 
September to fi nd them actually 
sweating it out at the fi nish.

Colton Weaver and the Bull-
dogs were far from perspiring in 
Friday’s brutal wind chill at Gur-
ski Stadium, but they did manage 
to put the heat on Bishop McDe-
vitt’s high-powered offense and 
its much-ballyhooed young quar-
terback, Matt Johnson.

“We get fi red up for the big 
games,” said Weaver, the Bull-
dogs’ senior linebacker. “We 
love challenges like this.”

The unbeaten Bulldogs were 
so good Friday that their 48-6 
thrashing of the Crusaders in a 
District 3-AAAA semifi nal looks 
like just another scalp added to a 
long string, but it was more than 
that.

The fifth-seeded Crusaders 
(10-3) indeed were a test. The 
Bulldogs (13-0) just aced it.

Their defense was near-per-
fect again, rattling Johnson with 
early pressure and completely 
stuffi ng an offense that had been 
averaging more than 40 points a 
game. Before Weaver and the 
rest of Wilson’s fi rst unit left the 
fi eld midway through the fourth 
quarter, the Crusaders had man-
aged all of one fi rst down.

One.
Johnson kept fi ring after that 

and led his team into the end 
zone in the final minutes, but 
that was only window dressing.

The truth is that McDevitt 
barely dented the Bulldogs. 
James Poteat broke off one im-
pressive, 46-yard run in the fi rst 
quarter to account for that lone 
first down, but otherwise the 
Crusaders mostly went back-
ward. Johnson was sacked six 
times and McDevitt totaled just 
104 yards, a mere 19 coming 
against Wilson’s fi rst unit.

Wilson advances to the Dis-
trict 3 championship game on 
next Saturday against second-

seeded Cumberland Valley at 
Hersheypark Stadium.

It will be the Bulldogs’ fi rst 
title-game appearance since 
2002. Their last championship 
came in 1999, against Cumber-
land Valley.

They were in championship 
form Friday, forcing McDevitt to 
punt on its fi rst possession, then 
scoring on their fi rst play from 
scrimmage. Tailback Zacc Groff 
hit the right side of the line and 
scooted through a big hole 57 
yards untouched for a TD, burn-
ing the Crusaders on a blitz.

McDevitt showed some fight 
later in the quarter, stuffi ng the 
Bulldogs on a fake punt, then get-
ting Poteat’s breakaway run to 
the Wilson 22. They got no closer, 
though. Weaver stopped Aaron 
Marks for no gain on the next 
play and defensive end Tyler 
Beck came up fast to take Poteat 
down for a 6-yard loss after a re-
ception.

The Bulldogs fl exed their de-
fensive muscle on fourth down 
when Johnson fired over the 
middle for Salath Williams, his 
top target. When Williams leapt 

for the ball, cornerback Alex 
Fegely drilled him in the back, 
the ball defl ecting off Williams’ 
fi ngertips and into the hands of 
linebacker Jordan Holbert.

“It could’ve been a different 
football game if they put that 
ball in the end zone,” said Wil-
son coach Doug Dahms.

Steve Huber clicked on a 
pair of big pass plays to send 
the Bulldogs ahead by two 
scores. He found Fegley over 
the middle with a crisp pass 
for a third-down conversion, 
then hooked up with Beck, his 

tight end, on a 61-yard catch-
and-run to the 13. Two plays 
later Groff took it to the house.

The rout was on minutes lat-
er when Huber finished off a 
65-yard drive with a short TD 
pass to fullback Dylan Stopper, 
putting the Bulldogs up 22-0 six 
minutes before halftime.

The Crusaders couldn’t 
come back, not the way Weaver, 
Beck and the Bulldogs defen-
sive front was harassing John-
son. He ended up completing 
just 3-of-10 passes for 6 yards 
against Wilson’s fi rst unit.
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Sorenstam ends 
golf career
Annika Sorenstam’s 
LPGA career ends 
with a missed cut. 
D4 D Section

Stocks up on report of Treasury nomination | D6BUSINESS

SCHOLASTIC FOOTBALL DISTRICT 3-AAAA SEMIFINALS

Wilson’s
defense
squashes
McDevitt

By Rich Scarcella
Reading Eagle

STATE COLLEGE — The 
winning team will receive two 
trophies, one very nice one for 
the Big Ten championship and 
a second one that looks like it 
was slapped together by a sev-
enth-grader in shop class.

“We’re playing for the . . . what 
is the trophy?” Penn State safety 
Anthony Scirrotto asked this 
week. “The Land Grant? Some-
thing like that? I’m sorry about 
the name. I get confused.”

The No. 7 Nittany Lions (6-1, 
10-1) are not confused about the 
implications of their game 
against No. 17 Michigan State (6-
1, 9-2) today at 3:30 at Beaver Sta-
dium (TV-ABC; WRAW-AM/1340).

Penn State can win at least a 
share of its second Big Ten 
championship in four seasons 
and most likely a trip to the 
Rose Bowl. If the Spartans win 
they would gain at least a share 
of their first conference title 
since 1990 and probably knock 
the Lions out of a BCS bowl.

The winner can take home 
the ugly Land Grant Trophy 
and the outright Big Ten title if 
Michigan shocks Ohio State to-
day.

“This is probably the biggest 
game all of us have played in 
since we’ve been here,” Scirrot-
to said. “A lot is riding on it. 
We’re going up against a great 
opponent in Michigan State. You 
dream about this as a kid to have 
this opportunity, to be able to 
play for all the marbles. It’s a 
great feeling and very exciting.”

Seventeen Penn State se-
niors will be in uniform for 
their home fi nale, which might 
be the biggest game at Beaver 
Stadium since it was built in 
1960. It’s the fi rst time the Nit-
tany Lions are playing for a 
championship at home.

“We’re so focused on the task 
ahead of us,” defensive end 
Josh Gaines said. “I really 
haven’t had time to think about 
it being my last game. It’s a 
huge game. It’s a big game. We 
have to stay focused on what 
we have to do. I have to get 

ready mentally. It hasn’t really 
hit me (that it’s Senior Day).”

Gaines and his defensive 
mates face one of the top run-
ning backs in the country, 
Javon Ringer, a 5-9, 205-pound 
dynamo who leads the nation 
with an astounding 353 carries. 

While Ringer averages more 
than 140 yards per game, Mich-
igan State ranks just ninth in 
the conference in rushing.

Penn State, meanwhile, has 
been effective against the run, 
ranking fi rst in the Big Ten and 
10th in the nation (101.5 yards 

per game).
“Javon Ringer is a great run-

ning back,” Scirrotto said. “We 
know it’s going to be a tough 
Big Ten game. It’ll be ground-
and-pound football. It’s going 
to be hard-nosed and hard-
fought. We’re excited for it.”

Penn State leads the Big Ten 
in rushing, with Evan Royster 
leading the way with 1,123 
yards and 6.5 yards a carry. The 
Spartans, on the other hand, 
rank eighth in the conference 
and 73rd in the nation against 
the run.

The Lions have plenty of mo-
tivation. They also remember 
their 35-31 loss last year at 
Michigan State, a game in 
which they blew a 17-point lead 
in the second half.

“This is a big-time rivalry,” 
Scirrotto said. “It’s Senior Day 
either for us or for them. They 
took away our dreams of play-
ing in a New Year’s Day bowl 
game last year. Something big 
is always on the line.

“We know it’s going to be a bat-
tle. It’s going to be a four-quarter 
game. It’s going to be fun.”
■ Contact Rich Scarcella at 610-371-
5070 or rscarcella@readingeagle.com.

If the Lions win today, they’ll get the unattractive 
Land Grant Trophy. The more important prize will 
be the Big Ten title and a BCS berth.

Trophy is ugly, but Penn State victory would be sweet
Penn State vs. 
Michigan State
Where: Beaver Stadium
When: 3:30 p.m.
TV: ABC
Radio: WRAW-AM/1340

By Brian Rippey
Reading Eagle

MECHANICSBURG — A 
light snow blanketed Chapman 
Field Friday afternoon.

Before the night was through, 
Gov. Miffl in was the victim of a 
Cumberland Valley avalanche 
in the District 3-AAAA football 
semifi nals.

The Eagles built a 17-point 
halftime lead 
and broke the 
g a m e  o p e n 
when Mike 
F r e n e t t e 

raced 66 yards for a touchdown 
on the second play of the sec-
ond half.

By the time the snowball fi -
nally stopped, Cumberland 
Valley had rolled up a 44-0 vic-
tory that denied Gov. Miffl in its 
third straight trip to the district 
championship game.

“They were just fl at out bet-
ter than us tonight,” Gov. Miff-
lin coach Mick Vecchio said, 
refusing to use the frozen fi eld 
as an excuse. “That’s all there 
is to it.”

The victory advances the 
second-seeded Eagles (13-1) to 
the 3-AAAA championship 
game Saturday at 6 p.m. at Her-
sheypark Stadium against un-
defeated and top-ranked Wil-
son.

The sixth-seeded Mustangs 
(10-3) literally began slipping 
on the fi rst play when quarter-
back Casey Hughes fumbled 
and the Eagles recovered to a 
set up a 26-yard field goal by 
Andrew Reiersen for a 3-0 lead 
less than four minutes into the 
game.

It was the fi rst of three turn-
overs by the Mustangs, who 
gained just 99 yards, all on the 
ground, and picked up only fi ve 
fi rst downs.

With quarterback Vinnie 
Garipoli sidelined because of 
injury, Hughes ran the offense 
for most of the night. He threw 
just three times and was inter-
cepted twice.

“That doesn’t help because 
you lose your threat,” Vecchio 
said of Garipoli, “But hey, we 
didn’t have him last week ei-
ther and things went well.”

Not Friday night.

Miffl in continues on D4

C. Valley 44
Gov. Miffl in  0

Wilson 48
B. McDevitt  6

Reading Eagle: Jeremy Drey

Penn State captains, from left, A.Q. Shipley, Derrick Williams, Josh Gaines and Anthony Scirrotto will 
face Michigan State on Senior Day at Beaver Stadium.

Reading Eagle: Susan L. Angstadt

Zacc Groff, above, runs for a 
touchdown on Wilson’s fi rst 
offensive play of the night 
during the Bulldogs’ 48-6 win 
over Bishop McDevitt in Friday’s 
District 3-AAAA semifi nal.  

Inside
■ Cumberland Valley simply 
outplays Gov. Miffl in from beginning 
to end. D4
■ Defensive back Alex Fegley and 
Wilson’s vaunted defense don’t 
show any chinks in the armor 
against Bishop McDevitt. D4

Wilson’s Colton Weaver, left, 
sacks Bishop McDevitt 
quarterback Matt Johnson.  

Vecchio:
Eagles
‘fl at out
better’

Bulldogs rock; Mustangs rolledBulldogs rock; Mustangs rolled
Wilson’s defense squashes McDevitt

By Mike Drago
Reading Eagle

It’s been awhile since the Wilson 
Bulldogs faced any kind of a real 
challenge.

They breezed through the early 
rounds of the District 3-AAAA play-
offs, and their Lancaster-Lebanon 
League schedule before that. You’d 
have to go back to the warm days of 
early September to find them actual-
ly sweating it out at the finish.

Colton Weaver and the Bulldogs 
were far from perspiring in Friday’s 
brutal wind chill at Gurski Stadium, 

but they did manage to put the heat 
on Bishop McDevitt’s high-powered 
offense and its much-ballyhooed 
young quarterback, Matt Johnson.

“We get fired up for the big 
games,” said Weaver, the Bulldogs’ 
senior linebacker. “We love chal-
lenges like this.”

The unbeaten Bulldogs were so 
good Friday that their 48-6 thrashing 
of the Crusaders in a District 3-AAAA 
semifinal looks like just another 
scalp added to a long string, but it 
was more than that.

The fifth-seeded Crusaders (10-
3) indeed were a test. The Bulldogs 

(13-0) just aced it.
Their defense was near-perfect 

again, rattling Johnson with early 
pressure and completely stuffing an 
offense that had been averaging 
more than 40 points a game. Before 
Weaver and the rest of Wilson’s first 
unit left the field midway through 
the fourth quarter, the Crusaders 
had managed all of one first down.

One.
Johnson kept firing after that and 

led his team into the end zone in 
the final minutes, but that was only 
window dressing.

cont’d. on page 38
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Zacc Groff runs for a touchdown on Wilson’s first offensive play of the night during the Bulldogs’ 48-6 win 
over Bishop McDevitt in Friday’s District 3-AAAA semifinal.  SA
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Top dogs: Wilson football No. 1 

From our news staff

For the Wilson football team, it 
was the perfect storm of a season.

What good fortune to have the 
highest-scoring offense in Berks 
County history, sharing the field 
with arguably the most dominant, 
overpowering defense Berks has 
ever seen.

The two units came together to 
produce — you guessed it — one of 
the most memorable seasons in 
Berks history. 

The Bulldogs’ march to the Lan-
caster-Lebanon League Section 1 
title, the District 3-AAAA champi-
onship and the PIAA Class AAAA 
semifinals has been chosen as the 
No. 1 local sports story of the year 
by a vote of the sports staff of the 
Reading Eagle.

The vote was nearly unanin-
mous, as one-sided as most of Wil-

son’s games.
The Bulldogs steam rolled 

through the regular season with 
only one close call — a 20-15 victo-
ry over Manheim Central in Week 
2. After that, a 24-0 win over War-
wick was the only other “squeak-
er.” 

The trend continued in the dis-
trict playoffs. Wilson cruised to the 
championship, winning its four 
games by an average of 34.2 points 
and pounding Cumberland Valley 
35-7 in the final.

The next stop turned out to be 
the Bulldogs’ last stop. Facing 
Bethel Park in State College, Wil-
son fell 38-35 in triple overtime to 
finish 14-1.

A play here or a play there, and 
the outcome might’ve been differ-
ent.

Still, it was quite the ride.
The Bulldogs broke the Berks 

record for scoring, with 595 points, 
and mercy-ruled 11 of their 15 op-
ponents. Through their first 14 
games, they allowed an average of 
6.6 points. 

No wonder the L-L all-star team 
was dominated by Wilson players. 
Alex Fegley was named the 
league’s outstanding back, wide re-
ceiver and defensive back; Rodney 
Hill and Pat Zerbe shared the out-
standing lineman award; Hill was 
named the outstanding defensive 
lineman; Zerbe was named the 
outstanding offensive lineman; 
and Colton Weaver was the line-
backer of the year.

“It was a heckuva year,” coach 
Doug Dahms said in the aftermath 
of the loss to Bethel Park. “It didn’t 
quite end where they wanted it to, 
but they’ll get over it. Hey, you win 
14 games, that’s a lot of football 
games.”
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Flyers fall
The Blue Jackets get their 
fi rst win over the Flyers 
in franchise history. D7 D Section
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From our news staff
For the Wilson football team, 

it was the perfect storm of a 
season.

What good fortune to have 
the highest-scoring offense in 
Berks County history, sharing 
the field with arguably the 
most dominant, overpowering 
defense Berks has ever seen.

The two units came together 
to produce — you guessed it — 
one of the most memorable 
seasons in Berks history. 

The Bulldogs’ march to the 
Lancaster-Lebanon League 
Section 1 title, the District 
3-AAAA championship and the 
PIAA Class AAAA semifinals 
has been chosen as the No. 1 
local sports story of the year by 
a vote of the sports staff of the 
Reading Eagle.

The vote was nearly unanin-
mous, as one-sided as most of 
Wilson’s games.

The Bulldogs steamrolled 
through the regular season 
with only one close call — a 20-
15 victory over Manheim Cen-
tral in Week 2. After that, a 24-0 
win over Warwick was the only 

other “squeaker.” 
The trend continued in the 

district playoffs. Wilson cruised 
to the championship, winning 
its four games by an average of 
34.2 points and pounding Cum-
berland Valley 35-7 in the fi nal.

The next stop turned out to 
be the Bulldogs’ last stop. Fac-
ing Bethel Park in State Col-
lege, Wilson fell 38-35 in triple 
overtime to fi nish 14-1.

A play here or a play there, 
and the outcome might’ve been 
different.

Still, it was quite the ride.
The Bulldogs broke the 

Berks record for scoring, with 
595 points, and mercy-ruled 11 
of their 15 opponents. Through 
their first 14 games, they al-
lowed an average of 6.6 points. 

No wonder the L-L all-star 
team was dominated by Wilson 
players. Alex Fegley was 
named the league’s outstand-
ing back, wide receiver and de-
fensive back; Rodney Hill and 
Pat Zerbe shared the outstand-
ing lineman award; Hill was 
named the outstanding defen-
sive lineman; Zerbe was named 

the outstanding offensive line-
man; and Colton Weaver was 
the linebacker of the year.

“It was a heckuva year,” 

coach Doug Dahms said in the 
aftermath of the loss to Bethel 
Park. “It didn’t quite end where 
they wanted it to, but they’ll get 

over it. Hey, you win 14 games, 
that’s a lot of football games.”

A closer look at stories No. 2 
through No. 10, D9.

The Bulldogs’ dominating season is a nearly 
unanimous selection as the top sports story of the 
year in Berks. 

Top dogs: Wilson football No. 1 

Reading Eagle: Ben Hasty

The Wilson football team celebrates after their win against Cumberland Valley in the District 3-AAAA 
championship game at Hershey Park Stadium.

Top 10 Berks 
sports stories
1.  Wilson’s dominating foot-

ball season.
2.  Reading High’s boys basket-

ball season.
3.  Kerry Collins’ successful 

season as the Tennessee Ti-
tans quarterback.

4.  Chad Henne leading Michi-
gan to victory in the Capital 
One Bowl.

5.  Reyes out; Redding in as 
Reading High boys basket-
ball coach.

6.  Donyell Marshall comes 
“home” to Sixers.

7.  Corielle Yarde’s career to 
remember.

8.  Reading High joins the Inter-
County League.

9.  Jason Donald and Lou Marson 
of the Reading Phillies help the 
United States to a bronze 
medal at the Olympics.

10.  The Philadelphia Philles 
buy majority interest in the 
Reading Phillies.

Inside
■ Year in sports from A to Z. D8

By Steve Patton
Reading Eagle

PHILADELPHIA — They 
should know by the time they 
take the fi eld whether they still 
have a chance to make the play-
offs.

The Philadelphia Eagles say 
that won’t make a difference in 
how they approach their regu-
lar season-ending game against 
Dallas today (4:15 p.m., TV-Ch. 
29, 43; Radio-WEEU/830 AM), 
but the knowledge that they 
shouldn’t be in such a position 
certainly weighs on them.

The Eagles (8-6-1) have lost 
five games by a touchdown or 
less and also have a tie against 
the lowly Bengals. Worse, they 
had the ball and a chance to 
win in the fi nal minutes in four 
of those games, but couldn’t 
take advantage.

“It’s definitely frustrating,” 
said running back Brian West-
brook. “We look back at those 
games and we see that we could 
have done something different 
here or there and possibly gotten 
another yard or however many 
inches. It’s frustrating to see that, 
but at this point in the season you 
can’t dwell on it right now.”

What they’ll dwell on today, 
outside of the results of 1 p.m. 
games involving Tampa Bay, 
Minnesota and Chicago that can 
clear their path the playoffs, is 
beating the Cowboys (9-6).

Even if the Eagles get some 
early help from Oakland, which 
must beat Tampa Bay, and then 
the New York Giants or Houston, 
one of whom must win against 
Minnesota or Chicago, respec-
tively, the Birds must still beat 
Dallas to make the playoffs.

The Cowboys have problems 
of their own, but don’t have to 
rely on anyone else. A win gets 
them in, helped in part by a 41-
37 win over the Eagles back in 
September in one of those 
games that now haunts Phila-
delphia. The Birds led that 
game 37-34 and were driving for 
a potential clinching score with 
a fi rst down at the Dallas 33-yard 
line with nine minutes to play 

when quarterback Donovan 
McNabb botched a handoff to 
Westbrook. Dallas recovered 
and went 67 yards the other way 
for the winning touchdown.

“It’s frustrating if you allow 
it to frustrate you,” said Mc-
Nabb. “We know what hap-
pened in those particular 
games — things that we could 
have changed. There’s nothing 
we can do at this point.

“The only thing we can do, 
really, is go out and play well 
against the Dallas Cowboys and 
see what happens after that. 
That’s the way it’s been all year. 
If it’s an inch short or a pass 
here or whatever it may be. We 
don’t want it to end that way 
this year so hopefully it won’t.”

If it does, and the Eagles miss 
the playoffs for the second year 
in a row and third in four sea-
sons since going to the Super 
Bowl, significant changes ap-
pear in the offi ng. The futures 
of McNabb and head coach An-
dy Reid with the team could be 
an issue, along with a group of 
longtime starters who go into 
the game without a contract for 
next season, including offen-
sive tackles Jon Runyan and 
Tra Thomas and safety Brian 
Dawkins, the longest-tenured 
pro athlete in Philadelphia.

“You don’t worry about that 
kind of stuff,” Runyan said of 
possibly playing his last game 
with the Eagles. “You think about 
it here and there. If you get seri-
ously injured or something you 
think about that type of stuff. But 
it doesn’t usually pop up.”

“That wouldn’t help anything, 
so I don’t even need to think about 
that,” said Dawkins. “You go 
ahead and play ball. We’ll have 
time to reflect on all that stuff 
when the season is over with. I’m 
not saying it’s going to be over (to-
day). When it’s all over with, we 
can have these discussions.”
■ Contact Steve Patton at 610-371-
5097 or spatton@readingeagle.com.

Philadelphia, which should know if it’s still in 
contention by the beginning of today’s game, had 
plenty of blown opportunities in 2008.

Eagles recalling
missed chances

NFL WEEK 17 | COWBOYS AT EAGLES 
4:15 p.m. Sunday  TV: Ch. 29, 43  Radio: WEEU/830 AM

Remembering 
the Mercy Bowl
Largely forgotten, the 
1961 game was played to 
benefi t the victims of a 
plane crash. D4

West Virginia wins 
4th straight bowl
West Virginia quarterback 
Pat White caps his career 
with 332 yards passing and 
a fourth bowl victory. D5

Royals coach 
still confi dent
Reading coach Jason No-
bili talks with beat writer 
Don Stewart about the 
Royals. D6
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A championship effort 

Reading Eagle: Jeremy Drey

Penn State defensive end Aaron Maybin.

Penn State wins a share of the Big Ten title, led by the likes of 
quarterback Daryll Clark, defensive end Aaron Maybin, center 
A.Q. Shipley and, of course, coach Joe Paterno.

By Rich Scarcella
Reading Eagle

As we approach a new year, 
let us remember the highs and 
lows of Penn State’s champion-
ship season in 2008.

Let’s once again present the 
George Paterno Memorial 
Awards, a tribute to the Nitta-
ny Lions’ longtime broadcaster 
and perhaps Penn State’s 
greatest ambassador.

Offensive player of the year: 
Daryll Clark has played better 
than his coaches expected in 
his first season as a starting 
quarterback. He’s completed 60 
percent of his passes for 2,319 
yards and 17 touchdowns with 
four interceptions. He also has 
rushed for nine scores, account-
ing for 26 touchdowns in all.

Defensive player of the year: 
Aaron Maybin began the regu-
lar season as a reserve and 
ended it as a first-team All-
American. Unable to crack the 
lineup until Maurice Evans 
was suspended and Jerome 
Hayes was injured, Maybin led 
the Big Ten with 12 sacks and 
also forced three fumbles.

Rookie of the year: Stephfon 
Green edges Drew Astorino af-
ter rushing for 521 yards and 
four touchdowns and catching 
10 passes for 201 yards and one 
TD. Green provides a nice com-
plement to Evan Royster, Penn 

State’s leading rusher.
Unsung hero of the year: A.Q. 

Shipley has received many 
honors, including the Riming-
ton Award as the nation’s out-
standing center. But casual 
fans overlook him and under-
estimate his value to the Nitta-
ny Lions as a punishing block-
er and a strong team leader.

Special teams player of the 
year: Kevin Kelly ranks second 
in Big Ten history and fifth in 
NCAA history in scoring with 
419 points, but he receives criti-
cism. He has made 32-of-32 fi eld 
goals from inside 40 yards and 
6-of-15 from 40 yards or longer 
the last two seasons. He made at 
least one fi eld goal in 31 straight 
games before the regular season 
fi nale against Michigan State.    

Best game: Penn State 13, 
Ohio State 6. The Big Ten’s two 
best defenses dominated as 
neither team gained 300 total 
yards. Two fourth-quarter turn-
overs by Buckeyes quarterback 

Penn State continues on D5

Penn State Update
Follow the Penn State 
Nittany Lions at the Rose 
Bowl with Rich Scarcel-
la’s daily reports from 

Los Angeles, starting Monday, and 
his Penn State Update blog, starting 
today at www.readingeagle.com
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Penn State 
quarterback 
Daryll Clark

Inside
■ Eagles-Cowboys preview. D2
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From our news staff
For the Wilson football team, 

it was the perfect storm of a 
season.

What good fortune to have 
the highest-scoring offense in 
Berks County history, sharing 
the field with arguably the 
most dominant, overpowering 
defense Berks has ever seen.

The two units came together 
to produce — you guessed it — 
one of the most memorable 
seasons in Berks history. 

The Bulldogs’ march to the 
Lancaster-Lebanon League 
Section 1 title, the District 
3-AAAA championship and the 
PIAA Class AAAA semifinals 
has been chosen as the No. 1 
local sports story of the year by 
a vote of the sports staff of the 
Reading Eagle.

The vote was nearly unanin-
mous, as one-sided as most of 
Wilson’s games.

The Bulldogs steamrolled 
through the regular season 
with only one close call — a 20-
15 victory over Manheim Cen-
tral in Week 2. After that, a 24-0 
win over Warwick was the only 

other “squeaker.” 
The trend continued in the 

district playoffs. Wilson cruised 
to the championship, winning 
its four games by an average of 
34.2 points and pounding Cum-
berland Valley 35-7 in the fi nal.

The next stop turned out to 
be the Bulldogs’ last stop. Fac-
ing Bethel Park in State Col-
lege, Wilson fell 38-35 in triple 
overtime to fi nish 14-1.

A play here or a play there, 
and the outcome might’ve been 
different.

Still, it was quite the ride.
The Bulldogs broke the 

Berks record for scoring, with 
595 points, and mercy-ruled 11 
of their 15 opponents. Through 
their first 14 games, they al-
lowed an average of 6.6 points. 

No wonder the L-L all-star 
team was dominated by Wilson 
players. Alex Fegley was 
named the league’s outstand-
ing back, wide receiver and de-
fensive back; Rodney Hill and 
Pat Zerbe shared the outstand-
ing lineman award; Hill was 
named the outstanding defen-
sive lineman; Zerbe was named 

the outstanding offensive line-
man; and Colton Weaver was 
the linebacker of the year.

“It was a heckuva year,” 

coach Doug Dahms said in the 
aftermath of the loss to Bethel 
Park. “It didn’t quite end where 
they wanted it to, but they’ll get 

over it. Hey, you win 14 games, 
that’s a lot of football games.”

A closer look at stories No. 2 
through No. 10, D9.

The Bulldogs’ dominating season is a nearly 
unanimous selection as the top sports story of the 
year in Berks. 

Top dogs: Wilson football No. 1 

Reading Eagle: Ben Hasty

The Wilson football team celebrates after their win against Cumberland Valley in the District 3-AAAA 
championship game at Hershey Park Stadium.

Top 10 Berks 
sports stories
1.  Wilson’s dominating foot-

ball season.
2.  Reading High’s boys basket-

ball season.
3.  Kerry Collins’ successful 

season as the Tennessee Ti-
tans quarterback.

4.  Chad Henne leading Michi-
gan to victory in the Capital 
One Bowl.

5.  Reyes out; Redding in as 
Reading High boys basket-
ball coach.

6.  Donyell Marshall comes 
“home” to Sixers.

7.  Corielle Yarde’s career to 
remember.

8.  Reading High joins the Inter-
County League.

9.  Jason Donald and Lou Marson 
of the Reading Phillies help the 
United States to a bronze 
medal at the Olympics.

10.  The Philadelphia Philles 
buy majority interest in the 
Reading Phillies.

Inside
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By Steve Patton
Reading Eagle

PHILADELPHIA — They 
should know by the time they 
take the fi eld whether they still 
have a chance to make the play-
offs.

The Philadelphia Eagles say 
that won’t make a difference in 
how they approach their regu-
lar season-ending game against 
Dallas today (4:15 p.m., TV-Ch. 
29, 43; Radio-WEEU/830 AM), 
but the knowledge that they 
shouldn’t be in such a position 
certainly weighs on them.

The Eagles (8-6-1) have lost 
five games by a touchdown or 
less and also have a tie against 
the lowly Bengals. Worse, they 
had the ball and a chance to 
win in the fi nal minutes in four 
of those games, but couldn’t 
take advantage.

“It’s definitely frustrating,” 
said running back Brian West-
brook. “We look back at those 
games and we see that we could 
have done something different 
here or there and possibly gotten 
another yard or however many 
inches. It’s frustrating to see that, 
but at this point in the season you 
can’t dwell on it right now.”

What they’ll dwell on today, 
outside of the results of 1 p.m. 
games involving Tampa Bay, 
Minnesota and Chicago that can 
clear their path the playoffs, is 
beating the Cowboys (9-6).

Even if the Eagles get some 
early help from Oakland, which 
must beat Tampa Bay, and then 
the New York Giants or Houston, 
one of whom must win against 
Minnesota or Chicago, respec-
tively, the Birds must still beat 
Dallas to make the playoffs.

The Cowboys have problems 
of their own, but don’t have to 
rely on anyone else. A win gets 
them in, helped in part by a 41-
37 win over the Eagles back in 
September in one of those 
games that now haunts Phila-
delphia. The Birds led that 
game 37-34 and were driving for 
a potential clinching score with 
a fi rst down at the Dallas 33-yard 
line with nine minutes to play 

when quarterback Donovan 
McNabb botched a handoff to 
Westbrook. Dallas recovered 
and went 67 yards the other way 
for the winning touchdown.

“It’s frustrating if you allow 
it to frustrate you,” said Mc-
Nabb. “We know what hap-
pened in those particular 
games — things that we could 
have changed. There’s nothing 
we can do at this point.

“The only thing we can do, 
really, is go out and play well 
against the Dallas Cowboys and 
see what happens after that. 
That’s the way it’s been all year. 
If it’s an inch short or a pass 
here or whatever it may be. We 
don’t want it to end that way 
this year so hopefully it won’t.”

If it does, and the Eagles miss 
the playoffs for the second year 
in a row and third in four sea-
sons since going to the Super 
Bowl, significant changes ap-
pear in the offi ng. The futures 
of McNabb and head coach An-
dy Reid with the team could be 
an issue, along with a group of 
longtime starters who go into 
the game without a contract for 
next season, including offen-
sive tackles Jon Runyan and 
Tra Thomas and safety Brian 
Dawkins, the longest-tenured 
pro athlete in Philadelphia.

“You don’t worry about that 
kind of stuff,” Runyan said of 
possibly playing his last game 
with the Eagles. “You think about 
it here and there. If you get seri-
ously injured or something you 
think about that type of stuff. But 
it doesn’t usually pop up.”

“That wouldn’t help anything, 
so I don’t even need to think about 
that,” said Dawkins. “You go 
ahead and play ball. We’ll have 
time to reflect on all that stuff 
when the season is over with. I’m 
not saying it’s going to be over (to-
day). When it’s all over with, we 
can have these discussions.”
■ Contact Steve Patton at 610-371-
5097 or spatton@readingeagle.com.

Philadelphia, which should know if it’s still in 
contention by the beginning of today’s game, had 
plenty of blown opportunities in 2008.

Eagles recalling
missed chances

NFL WEEK 17 | COWBOYS AT EAGLES 
4:15 p.m. Sunday  TV: Ch. 29, 43  Radio: WEEU/830 AM

Remembering 
the Mercy Bowl
Largely forgotten, the 
1961 game was played to 
benefi t the victims of a 
plane crash. D4

West Virginia wins 
4th straight bowl
West Virginia quarterback 
Pat White caps his career 
with 332 yards passing and 
a fourth bowl victory. D5

Royals coach 
still confi dent
Reading coach Jason No-
bili talks with beat writer 
Don Stewart about the 
Royals. D6

Anthracite ...D10-11
College football ...... 
.................. D4, D5 
Digest .............. D7
Hockey ......  D6, D7
NBA ..............  D13

NFL ...........  D2, D4
Outdoors .......  D12
Scholastic .....  D10
Scoreboard ...  D13 
Year in review  D8-9
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A championship effort 

Reading Eagle: Jeremy Drey

Penn State defensive end Aaron Maybin.

Penn State wins a share of the Big Ten title, led by the likes of 
quarterback Daryll Clark, defensive end Aaron Maybin, center 
A.Q. Shipley and, of course, coach Joe Paterno.

By Rich Scarcella
Reading Eagle

As we approach a new year, 
let us remember the highs and 
lows of Penn State’s champion-
ship season in 2008.

Let’s once again present the 
George Paterno Memorial 
Awards, a tribute to the Nitta-
ny Lions’ longtime broadcaster 
and perhaps Penn State’s 
greatest ambassador.

Offensive player of the year: 
Daryll Clark has played better 
than his coaches expected in 
his first season as a starting 
quarterback. He’s completed 60 
percent of his passes for 2,319 
yards and 17 touchdowns with 
four interceptions. He also has 
rushed for nine scores, account-
ing for 26 touchdowns in all.

Defensive player of the year: 
Aaron Maybin began the regu-
lar season as a reserve and 
ended it as a first-team All-
American. Unable to crack the 
lineup until Maurice Evans 
was suspended and Jerome 
Hayes was injured, Maybin led 
the Big Ten with 12 sacks and 
also forced three fumbles.

Rookie of the year: Stephfon 
Green edges Drew Astorino af-
ter rushing for 521 yards and 
four touchdowns and catching 
10 passes for 201 yards and one 
TD. Green provides a nice com-
plement to Evan Royster, Penn 

State’s leading rusher.
Unsung hero of the year: A.Q. 

Shipley has received many 
honors, including the Riming-
ton Award as the nation’s out-
standing center. But casual 
fans overlook him and under-
estimate his value to the Nitta-
ny Lions as a punishing block-
er and a strong team leader.

Special teams player of the 
year: Kevin Kelly ranks second 
in Big Ten history and fifth in 
NCAA history in scoring with 
419 points, but he receives criti-
cism. He has made 32-of-32 fi eld 
goals from inside 40 yards and 
6-of-15 from 40 yards or longer 
the last two seasons. He made at 
least one fi eld goal in 31 straight 
games before the regular season 
fi nale against Michigan State.    

Best game: Penn State 13, 
Ohio State 6. The Big Ten’s two 
best defenses dominated as 
neither team gained 300 total 
yards. Two fourth-quarter turn-
overs by Buckeyes quarterback 

Penn State continues on D5

Penn State Update
Follow the Penn State 
Nittany Lions at the Rose 
Bowl with Rich Scarcel-
la’s daily reports from 

Los Angeles, starting Monday, and 
his Penn State Update blog, starting 
today at www.readingeagle.com
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Penn State 
quarterback 
Daryll Clark

Inside
■ Eagles-Cowboys preview. D2

The Bulldogs’ dominating season is a nearly unanimous selection as the top sports story 
of the year in Berks. 

Reading eagle: Ben HaSTY
The Wilson football team celebrates after their win against Cumberland Valley in the District 3-AAAA 
championship game at Hershey Park Stadium.
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# Player Att Yds Avg
6 Alex Fegley 44 837 19.02
85 Tyler Beck 21 330 15.71
18 Andy Capozella 16 231 14.44
8 Brandon Keeny 9 156 17.33
3 Connor Snyder 12 137 11.42
34 Johnny Morgan 8 115 14.38
40 Dylan Stopper 12 106 8.83
28 Zacc Groff 5 82 16.40
5 Calvin Panghulan 4 32 8.00
42 Jordan Holbert 1 27 27.00
4 Connor Mathias 2 11 5.50
1 Brandon Ammon 4 10 2.50
12 Shane Witmyer 1 8 8.00
30 Nick Greth 1 8 8.00
39 Zach Davis 1 8 8.00
  total 141 2098 14.88

Score by Quarters 1st Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr Final
Wilson 186 178 152 65 595
Opponents 27 13 17 63 137

#  Player tDs Fgs 2pt 1pt Pts
28 Zacc Groff 23 0 1 3 143
40 Dylan Stopper 23 0 1 0 140
6 Alex Fegley 15 0 0 0 90
12 Shane Witmyer 0 4 0 65 77
30 Nick Greth 6 0 0 0 36
85 Tyler Beck 3 0 1 0 20
34 Johnny Morgan 2 0 0 0 12
42 Jordan Holbert 2 0 0 0 12
19 Steve Huber 2 0 0 0 12
21 Kriss Brown 1 0 0 0 6
27 Chris Rios 1 0 0 0 6
17 Zach Zweizig 1 0 0 0 6
18 Andy Capozella 1 0 0 0 6
2 Pat O’Brien 1 0 0 0 6
3 Connor Snyder 1 0 0 0 6
5 Calvin Panghulan 1 0 0 0 6
8 Brandon Keeny 1 0 0 0 6
83 Evan Witmer 0 0 0 1 1
  total 84 4 3 69 591

# Player Comp Att Pct Yds tDs ints Rating
6 Alex Fegley 0 1 .00 0 0 1 -200.00
11 Drew Devitt 0 1 .00 0 0 0 .00
17 Zach Zweizig 34 57 59.65 505 6 1 165.30
19 Steve Huber 107 185 57.84 1593 14 3 151.90
28 Zacc Groff 0 1 .00 0 0 0 .00
  total 141 245 57.55 2098 20 5  

# Player Att Yds Avg
28 Zacc Groff 203 1702 8.38
40 Dylan Stopper 94 557 5.93
30 Nick Greth 70 415 5.93
21 Kriss Brown 55 287 5.22
5 Calvin Panghulan 16 120 7.50
23 Sheldon Hannibal-Nixon 14 117 8.36
39 Zach Davis 4 50 12.50
27 Chris Rios 22 43 1.95
6 Alex Fegley 4 12 3.00
10 Brad Ohlinger 11 10 .91
42 Jordan Holbert 3 10 3.33
16 Collin Brown 1 4 4.00
76 Brian Doria 3 1 .33
11 Drew Devitt 1 -1 -1.00
25 Nick Reyes 1 -2 -2.00
17 Zach Zweizig 17 -14 -.82
19 Steve Huber 17 -48 -2.82
  total 536 3263 6.09

# Player Rush Rec total
28 Zacc Groff 1702 82 1784
6 Alex Fegley 12 837 849
40 Dylan Stopper 557 106 663
30 Nick Greth 415 8 423
85 Tyler Beck 0 330 330
21 Kriss Brown 287 0 287
18 Andy Capozella 0 231 231
8 Brandon Keeny 0 156 156
5 Calvin Panghulan 120 32 152
3 Connor Snyder 0 137 137
23 Sheldon Hannibal-Nixon 117 0 117
34 Johnny Morgan 0 115 115
39 Zach Davis 50 8 58
27 Chris Rios 43 0 43
42 Jordan Holbert 10 27 37
4 Connor Mathias 0 11 11
1 Brandon Ammon 0 10 10
10 Brad Ohlinger 10 0 10
12 Shane Witmyer 0 8 8
16 Collin Brown 4 0 4
76 Brian Doria 1 0 1
11 Drew Devitt -1 0 -1
25 Nick Reyes -2 0 -2
17 Zach Zweizig -14 0 -14
19 Steve Huber -48 0 -48
  total 3263 2098 5361

SCORiNg

PASSiNg

RuSHiNg

ReCeiViNg tOtAL YARDS

Stats
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Central Catholic 
Cardinals

Boys Basketball  •  2010–2011
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